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’alestinian and Israeli ' 
if led, soldier found dead 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian was 
shot dead, a missing soldier was 
found murdered Friday along a 
major highway, and an Israeli 
woman was killed by Palestinians 
in the occupied Gaza Strip, au- 
thorities said. 

A hospital in Hebron in the 
West Bank said Mousa Al 
Haimoni died from a bullet 
wound in his stomach. The army 
said it was checking the report. 

Residents said he was shot by 
soldiers during stone-throwing 
clashes and reported three other 
Palestinians wounded. 

Several hours earlier, the body 
of Simcfaa Lavie, 51, was found 
outside a Palestinian town in tbe 
Gaza Strip. 

Israeli security said Lavie's 
body was found in a mini-bus she 
used daily to carry Palestinian 
workers from the Arab town of 
Khan Younis to Jewish settle- 
ments in the Gaza Strip. 

“The murder was accom- 
plished by blows with an axe and 
knife stabs to the upper portion 
of the Israeli woman's body.*’ 
army radio said. 

Unlike most Jews in Gaza, she- 
had lived for many years among 
Palestinians in the area and 
moved to one of the fortified 
Jewish settlements only three 
years ago, Israelis and Arabs 
said. 

The missing-and-found soldier, 
Yehoshua Friedberg, was shot 
several times, police said. It was 
unclear whether the 24-year-old 
immigrant from Montreal. Cana- 
da, was killed or committed 
suicide. . 

But a police announcement 
said just after sundawn — the 
start of the Jewish Sabbath that 
investigators concluded Fried- 
berg was murdered. Israel Televi- 
sion quoted police as saying an 


Arab headdress was found near 
the body. 

Tbe woman slain in Gaza was 
the third Israeli victim in Gaza in 
10 days. Her body was found at 
about 6 a.m. (0400 GMT) in her 
vehicle parked near the town of 
Khan Yanis in the southern end 
of the strip. 

The Hebrew daily Maariv re- 
cently wrote a story about Ms. 
Levy’, saying that she had lived 
among Palestinians in the Gaza 
town of Rafali for years, but 
moved to a hut on one of the 
strip’s Jewish settlements during 
the uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

Settlers in Gaza's Gush Kadf 
area responded to the slaying by 
announcing they would no longer 
employ Palestinian Labourers 
anymore. Hundreds of Palesti- 
nians work in Gush Katif, a dus- 
ter of 16 settlements, doing main- 
ly menial agricultural jobs. 

The dead soldier, Friedberg, 
immigrated in 1991 and served 
with the Golani infantry brigade. 
His parents were told he was 
missing Thursday night, the army 
said. 

Friedberg failed to report back 
to military duty on Sunday. Hun- 
dreds of police and volunteers 
spent Thursday and Friday com- 
bing the rocky hillsides outside 
Jerusalem. 

They found Friedberg's body in 
a ditch Friday morning along the 
main Jerusalem Tel Aviv high- 
way, about 12 kilometres from 
Jerusalem. 

Police said there were “signs of 
a struggle, bloodied hands," and 
three or four bullet wounds, in- 
cluding one in the chest. But no 
bullet casings or gun were found. 

Friedberg's possessions were 
also found near the body, officials 
said. 

In Beit Hanoun in Gaza. 24- 
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MOSCOW (API — President 
Boris Yeltsin stormed out of con- 
gress Friday after lawmakers re- 
fused to soften a resolution limit- 
ing his authority, and aides said 
he would call a plebiscite to settle 
Russia’s power dispute. 

One aide said the president 
would not try to disband the 
communist dominated Congress 
of People's Deputies, but 
favoured early parliamentary and 
presidential elections to end a 
political impasse paralysing his 
reforms. 

After leaving the congress, Mr. 
Yeltsin huddfed with regional 
administrators and his chief rival. 
Parliament Speaker Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov, who later told lawmak- 
ers: “The situation is not so calm 
as to allow us to finish the con- 
gress today," and they voted to 
continue the emergency session 
for a fourth day Saturday. 

"We are on the verge of a 
revolution, on the verge of unpre- 
dictable events.” Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Shakhrai told re- 
porters. 

By an overwhelming vote of 
656-104 with 41 abstentions, con- 
gress gave final approval to a 
resolution giving lawmakers tbe 
right to veto Mr. Yeltsin’s de- 
crees. Hie measure also returns 
to the cabinet the right to intro- 
duce legislation, further dimi- 
nishing the president's authority. 

The resolution, which had won 
initial approval Thursday, also 
careened an agreement between 
congress and Mr. Yeltsin to hold 
a referendum on April li to have 
voters resolve the constitutional 
crisis. 

Mr. Yeltsin maintains he needs 
strong powers to push through 
free-market reforms. 

The vote on the third day of the 
congress* emergency session 
came hours after the walkout by a 
frustrated Yeltsin — the second 
in as many days. Presidential 
spokesman Vyacheslav Kostikov 
said Mr. Yeltsin would not return 
lo the chamber in the Grand 
Kremlin Palace. 

Mr. Yeltsin told lawmakers be- 
fore walking out that if they did 
not remove the power-limiting 

{Continued on page 5) 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
Israel held a round of talks Friday 
with U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher amid uncertainty 
whether the Palestinians would 
boycott Middle East negotiations 
set to resume on April 20. 

They met at a midtown hotel 
with reporters kept at a distance. 
Anthony Lake, who heads the 
U.S. National Security Council, 
was due to join the talks over 
lunch. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Rabin want the negotiations to 
resume with all Arab delegations 
participating. And Mr. Christ- 
opher predicted on Wednesday 
that “all the parties will come." 
He said most leaders in the Mid- 
dle East thought there was a 
“one-time opportunity" to settle 
tbe Arab-Israeli dispute. 

But the Palestinians said Israel 
must first compromise on 396 
Palestinians expelled to Lebanon 
in mid-December. 

A top-ranking Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 


official said Thursday he doubted 
other Arab delegations would 
attend without the Palestinians 
“because tbe Palestine cause is 
the core of the Arab-Israeli strug- 
gle.” Farouk AI Kaddoumi, head 
of tbe PLO's political depart- 
ment, spoke in Damascus, Syria. 

Hints that Mr. Rabin is looking 
to compromise with Syria over 
the Golan Heights have Israeli 
hardliners jittery enough to wish 
bim bad luck. 

“I hope he doesn’t succeed,” 
former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir of the hardline Likud 
coalition told Israel Radio. “I 
don't want the American admi- 
nistration to accept the proposal 
... that if they put pressure on us, 
we will qoickly give the Arabs the 
Golan and Gaza.” 

Mr. Christopher was impressed 
with President Hafez AJ Assad 
when they met last month in 
Damascus. It is understood the 
Syrian leader said be would be 
content to recover the Golan 

(Continued on page 5) 


PLO, Hamas discuss 
Israeli plans for Gaza 


By Mariam M. Sbahin . 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) and 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas last week discussed a 
unilateral Israeli pullout from the 
occupied Gaza Strip, Hamas offi- 
cials said Friday. 

“We discussed the possibility 
of an Israeli pullout from the 
Gaza Strip,” Mohammed Nazzal, 
the Hamas representative in Jor- 
dan, told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day. 

While Mr. Nazzal and senior 
PLO officials in Tunis both con- 
firmed that “no Israeli offer cf a 
pullout from Gaza has been 
made.” the possibility of such an 
eventuality has recently gained 
more voice in Israeli political 
circles. 

PLO official would not go on 
the record to confirm that they 
had discussions with Hamas on a 
possible Israeli pullout from 
Gaza. There seemed to be diffe- 
rent versions of whether Israel 
was ready for such a pullout and 
if so what such a withdrawal 
would entail and how it would 


come about. 

According to Hamas officials, 
however, an Egyptian-backed 
proposal envisages an Israeli un- 
ilateral pullout from Ga 2 a and 
dismantlement of the Israeli set- 
tlements in the coastal strip. 

According to the Egyptian plan 
Palestinian police force would 
then take over from the Israeli 
occupation forces, Hamas 
sources say. 

“We did not say there was a 
proposal or a decision, we simply 
discussed the possibilities,” said 
Mr. Nazzal. 

Hamas, whose increasing visi- 
bility in diplomatic circles has 
angered the PLO, says that it 
opposes such a proposal. 

“We would prefer if U.N. 
peacekeeping troops moved into 
the Gaza Strip and monitored 
elections and then the U.N. 
would move out." said Mr. Naz- 
zal. 

If elections were held in Gaza, 
Mr. Nazzal claimed, 40 per cent 
of the votes would go to Hamas. 
“Some of our people in the occu- 
pied territories say it would even 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arab coordination talks set for March 28 

Kaddoumi arrives in Amman, pays tribute to Jordan 


year-old Nidal Hussein Nasser 
died Friday when a bomb he was 
malting exploded, Arab reporters 
said. The army said it was check- 
ing the report. 

The killing of Ms. Cavis was 
claimed by the Red Eagles move- 
ment, a faction of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine. 

Violence fuels debate 

The increased violence came as 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was in the United States to 
discuss plans to restart Middle 
East peace talks, which deadlock- 
ed after Israel expelled some 460 
Palestinian activists in December. 

Police said they would try to 
check the violence inside Israel 
by increasing patrols and put up 
more roadblocks to check Palesti- 
nians entering Israel, Israeli 
radios said. They also urged 
Israelis to carry personal 
weapons, Israel Television re- 
ported. 

The increased attacks promp- 
ted calls for many Israelis for 
more measures against Palesti- 
nians. A poll published by Mariv 
said 76 per cent objected to per- 
mitting Palestinians to continue 
working in Israel. 

Right-wingers blamed Israel’s 
suggestions it would trade land 
for peace at Middle East peace 
talks for the deterioration. 

Liberal Israelis also expressed 
alarm. 

“We are watching a daily de- 
terioration in the personal safety 
of every Israeli,” columnist Yoel 
Marcus wrote in tbe liberal 
Haaretz daily. 

“Isn’t it ironic how a modern 
nation armed with the newest 
planes, missiles and nuclear pow- 
er. finds itself threatened by 
primitive weapons?" he added. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab parties to 
peace talks with Israel will meet 
at ministerial level in Damascus 
on March 28 and 29 to discuss the 
stalled Middle East peace pro- 
cess, Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber said Friday. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said Jordan’s 
response to the recently issued 
American-Russian invitation to 
the next round of peace talks in 
Washington in April would be 
announced after the Damascus 
meeting. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said he received 


the invitation to attend the 
Damascus talks from his Syrian 
counterpart Farouk Al Sharaa, 
who called him over the phone 
last night. 

. “We will be going to the meet- 
ing,” he said. 

In addition to tbe Jordanian 
and Syrian foreign ministers, die 
two-day meeting will also be 
attended by the foreign minister 
of Lebanon and tbe head of tbe 
political department of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), Farouk Kaddoumi, as 
well as the foreign minister of 

E X central theme of the tneet- 


ing is expected to be how to 
rdaunch the peace process, in 
limbo since the Dec. 17 Israeli 
expulsion of more than 400 
Palestinians to South Lebanon. 

The Palestinians have said that 
they would stay away from the 
peace talks until Israel allows the 
return of the expellees, now 
stranded between Israeli and 
Lebanese army lines. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, who arrived 
here Friday after talks in Damas- 
cus, told reporters in the Syrian 
capital that “if Washington and 
Israel fafl to respond to Palesti- 
nian demands, die bilateral and 
multilateral meetings will be sus- 


pended.” 

Jordan has been non-committal 
on its attendance at the peace 
talks and Syria and Lebanon have 
not commented on the issue. 

“We have to consult with Arab 
partners,” on the invitation, 
which sets the ninth round of 
bilateral talks to begin in 
Washington on April 20, Dr. Abu 
Jaber told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day. “Hopefully we will come up 
with a solution” to the hurdles in 
the tails, he added in a reference 
to the expellee crisis. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians see American pressure for talks 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian 
rejection of the joint U.S. and 
Russian invitation to the ninth 
round of Mideast peace talks is 
the dearest signal that tbe 
Palestinian leadership is firm 
abont boycotting the next 
round unless some of their 
demands, which came in six 
points discussed with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in Jerusalem, are 
met. 

The Palestinians had 
apparently hoped for more 
time before the invitations 
were delivered to resolve some 


issues they view as obstades to 
achieving any progress in their 
bilateral negotiations with 
Israel. 

Palestinian officials, who de- 
scribed tbe issuance of the in- 
vitations to the talks in 
Washington in April 20 as pre- 
mature, said Washington was 
apparently trying to pressure 
the Palestinians into attending 
the negotiations without re- 
ceiving substantive Israeli con- 
cessions on its Dec. 17 expul- 
sion of more than 400 Palesti- 
nians. 

“Issuing the invitations at 
this time, accompanied by 
Christopher’s statements about 
being encouraged by the Sy- 


rians to resume the talks, is 
obviously to pressure us into 
attending tbe talks without re- 
ceiving our minimal de- 
mands,” a Palestinian official 
told the Jordan Times on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

By ignoring Palestinian de- 
mands and .issuing the invita- 
tions at tins time, Palestinian 
insiders speculate that the U.S. 
was reacting to a “strongly- 
worded” letter it recently re- 
ceived from the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
over U.S. diplomatic contacts 
with the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, at a time 
when tiie U.S. refnsed to re- 
sume its suspended dialogue 


with the PLO. 

Palestinian analysts, howev- 
er, said that the invitations had 
to be issued before Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's visit to ' Washington, 
'•inch started Thursday, so as 
not to “appear as if die date 
was set by Israel and tbe U.S.” 

Palestinian insiders also 
criticised what they saw as a 
hasty rejection of the invita- 
tion, a decision said to have 
been taken nnilateralty by 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
without consulting neither his 
advisors nor his peace dele- 
gates. Palestinian delegates in 

(Continued on page 5) 


Exiles FBI traces funds it says could 
J have financed New York blast 


rejected 
reported 
PLO plan 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR (Agen- 
cies) — Palestinians expelled by 
Israel rejected Friday a reported 
plan for their phased return 
home, insisting all must go back 
at once. 

“The proposed phased return 
is absolutely rejected by (expel- 
lees) especially as we have vowed 
to God that we will return collec- 
tively,” Abdul Aziz AJ Rantisi, 
leader of the 396 exiles said at 
their camp in South Lebanon. 

A Palestinian official said in 
Damascus Thursday the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
suggested to Egypt and Syria the 
exiles should return home to the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip by June. 

Syria and Egypt worked on 
new ideas in Cairo Thursday to 
solve the crisis over the Dec. 17 
expulsions and resume Middle 
East peace talks on April 20 
stalled by tbe expulsions. 

The United States and Russia 
have invited Arabs and Israelis to 
resume the peace talks but 
Palestinians refuse to go until 
Israel pledges not to expel any 
more people from the occupied 
territories. 

Dr. Rantisi, a 45-year-old 
paediatrician and founding mem- 
ber of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas, said it was 
impossible Arab states would 
attend the peace talks before the 
exiles return borne. 

“We tell... Arab brothers: Our 
stand is firm and will not change 
and we are confident they wtil 
stand by ns. support our stead- 
fastness and bade our position 
until we return,” he said. 

Tbe men took advantage of a' 
warm and sunny day at their tent 
camp on a barren hillside to 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Tens 
of thousands of dollars that the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) says financed tbe World 
Trade Centre bombing was wired 
to tbe two main suspects from 
Germany, a federal investigator 
said Friday. 

The investigator, was spoke on 
condition of anonymity, told the 
Associated Press that bank re- 
cords in New Jersey showed 
transfers from Germany to an 
account held jointly by suspects 
Mohammad Salameh and Nidal 
Ayyad. 

“We speculate that tbe money 
was used for the bombing, possi- 
ble escape, safe hosues and other 
terrorist activities,” said the in- 
vestigator. “Our main thrust is 
where tbe money came from.” 

Mr. Ayyad was denied bail 
Friday after a judge agreed with 
prosecutors that he posed a 


"threat" to society. 

The Westdeutscbc Genossens- 
chaftszentralbank in Duessddorf 
confirmed Friday that on Feb. 17 
it transferred S2, 420.07 to a New 
Jersey bank account jointly held 
by die two suspects. 

■Thomas Rindsfnesser, a 
spokesman for the German feder- 
al criminal police in Wiesbaden, 
said U.S. authorities had sent a 
request for assistance to tbe jus- 
tice ministry in Bonn. 

The Ncw Yoik Times and New 
York Newsday, citing unidenti- 
fied sources, reported Friday that 
$8,000 wired to the account of the 
two suspects has been traced to 
Germany. 

The Record, a New Jersey 
newpaper, further reported that 
documents show that two days 
after the money transfer from the 
German bank, the New Jersey 
bank logged a $2,020 cheque that 


was written on tbe account. The 
documents also show a $400 with- 
drawal from a cash machine in 
Jersey City the same day, tbe 
newspaper said. 

Defence attorney Thomas Hig- 
gins argued at a bail hear Friday 
the evidence against Mr. Ayyad 
was weak and asked for bail as 
high as $300,000, saying Mr. 
AyyaiTs relatives could pledge 
p roperty to secure that amount. 

“What the government has 
proved in this complaint is that 
Mr. Salameh and Mr. Ayyad 
knew each other,” Mr. Higgins 
said. “That’s about all.” 

•* But U.S. ■ Magistrate Dennis 
Cavanaugh ordered Mr. Ayyad, 
25, held without bail. 

Mr. Higgins said Mr. Ayyad 
would remain in the Union Coun- 
ty jail in New Jersey, pending an 

(Centfemd on page 5) 


Relatives describe Nidal 
Ayyad as unlikely bomber 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nidal Ayyad, the 
second suspect charged last week 
with helping the Feb. 26 bombing 
of the World Trade Centre in 
New York, comes from a back- 
ground highly unlikely to see him 
involved in extremist activities, 
according to his relatives in Am- 
man. 

Although a devout Muslim, 
Mr. Ayyad, a Kuwait-born 
Palestinian who acquired Amer- 
ican nationality in 1991, was “not 
an Islamist fundamentalist or ex- 
tremist, ” said is maternal grand- 
father, Abdul Aziz Ayyad. 

“Nidal is definitely the victim 
of someone’s plot,” he added. 
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bens of tbe family confirmed Nid- 
al knew Mohammad Salameh, 
another Jordanian of Palestinian 


(Continued on page 5) ( origin who is also charged in the emirate. 


bombing case, and that the pa- 
rents of Mr. Salameh had visited 
tbe Ayyads in Amman to inquire 
about their son. 

Tbe parents, friends and rela- 
tives of Mr. Salameh also main- 
tain that he was also an unlikely 
candidate to become an extrem- 
ist, turning away from his obses- 
sion with making a decent living 
to support his family. 

(tidal, 25, is the eldest of six 
children — four boys and two 
girls, born to Abdul Rahim 
Yousef Ayyad and Fatima Abdul 
Aziz Ayyad in Kuwait in July 
1967. 

The Ayyads, originally from 
the West Bank village of Sfiwad 
near RamaQah, were settled in 
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Crists forced them out along with 
the bulk of tbe Jordanian and 
Palesti n ian communities in foe 


j 



Nidal Ayyad 

Nkial’s father, Abdul Rahim, 
left Kuwait for the U.S. to set up 
a business there in 1978. Shortly 
after his arrival in the U.S., be 


acquired American citizenship. 
The couple have two daughters. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Over 6,000 returnees report torture in Kuwait 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Over 6,000 Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians who re- 
turned to Jordan from Kuwait 
and other Gulf countries in tbe 
post-war period have reported 
that they were physically harmed, 
mostly by means of torture, by- 
their Gulf country hosts. 

A Department of Statistics sur- 
vey conducted among over 70,000 
returnees in 24,635 households 
found that at least one family 
member in every four households 
reported an incident of torture or 
violation of “honour." 

Of the households surveyed 
6,023 reported that one member 
of their family has been tortured. 


while 114 households reported 
that the honour of one of their 
family members bad been 
violated. Hie survey (fid not spe- 
cify other forms of physical harm, 
but 94 households reported other 
types of “ha nn” had been done 
to their members. 

Tbe survey scanned returnees 
who arrived in Jordan between 
Aug. 10, 1991 and Dec. 31, 1992. 

Yahya Oteibi, bead of the 
Cooperative Society for Gulf War 
Returnees, said that those who 
remained in Kuwait after the war 
were at greater risk of being 
“hurt” than the majority of the 
re t ur n ees who came to -Jordan 
‘ before die outbreak of the war is 
January. 1991. 

* “The negative vibrations 


against Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians were much mc^re obvious- 
after the liberation Of Kuwait,” 
Mr. Oteibi told tne Jordan 
Hines. \ 

The survey found that 88.59 
per cent of returnees came from 
Kuwait with the rest from other 
Arab Gulf countries. 

Fifty seven per cent of the 
returnees have settled in Am- 
man. 25 per cent in Zarqa, 12 per 

cent in Irtnd and two per cent in 
fiaiqa Gowernorate while another 
two per cent settled in the West 
Bank, tbe survey found. 

An estimated 38 per cent of 
returnees are under the age of 15 
and a big majority of them born 
m Kuwait. 

Those working with Gulf war 


returnees in need say that it is 
difficult to assess the long-term 
effects of the torture some of 
them underwent 

Most torture victims, says Dr. 
Ghazi Abdullah who heads a 
clinic at the Cooperative Society 
for the Gulf War Returnees, 
would like to put their suffering 
behind them. A good number of 
the torture victims were burnt 
with cigarettes, and received 
blows to their heads and other 
sensitive parts of their bodies as 
well as cuts and braises. 

Many, Dr. Ghazi told the Jor- 
dan Times, suffer from various 
nervous disorders which can be 
traced to imprisonment. Others 
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Egypt’s mosque assault 

— second time around 


ASWAN, Egypt (R) — Egyptian 
police have twice stormed the Ai 

- Rahman Mosque in seven years. 
The First time, they seized Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman, the spir- 

' itual mentor of Egypt's militants 
and in the second, they rounded 
up his men. 

Security officials said the sweep 
against militants of Gama’a Al 
Islamiya (Islamic Group) inside 
: Al Rahman Mosque in this south- 

- em tourist town was deliberately 
ferocious to kill any chance for 

.the militants to rise up again. 

■‘The police have carried out a 
cleansing operation. This was a 
lesson for the militants not to do 
-anything in the future.They have 
been taught a lesson." Aswan's 
Director of Tourism Mahmoud 
Fahmi told Reuters. 

Nine militants were killed and 
41 were wounded when police 
forces burst into the militant- 
controlled AI Rahman Mosque 
where up to 200 men, women and 
children were praying Tuesday 
'night. 

Islamic Group militants, led by 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman, a blind 
preacher in exile in the United 
States, are fighting to turn Egypt 
into a purist Islamic state and 
have devastated its tourist indus- 
try with attacks on foreigners. 

Security sources and lawyers 
said security forces, had sur- 
rounded Al Rahman Mosque first 
in 1986. They stormed it and 
arrested Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
with 23 of his followers. The 
preacher was freed five days later 
and was flown to Cairo for inter- 
rogation. 

In 1981 the sheikh was tried but 
acquitted on charges of sanc- 
tifying the assassination of Pres- 
ident Anwar Sadat. He has been 
living in the United States since 
1990. 

Two of his alleged followers 
have been arrested in connection 
with the bombing of the World 
Trade Centre in New York last 
month in which five people were 
killed and more than 1 ,000 were 
wounded. 

Security officials said militant 
activity grew over the past two 
years in Aswan, which is the 
major tourist centre in Egypt’s 
southernmost province. 

Followers from nearby towns 
and villages would flock to Al 
Rahman Mosque every week to 
take part in meetings and semi- 
nars debating Islamic laws and 
edicts, they said. 

Residents said militant ideas 
were spreading fast among 
youngsters who were being told 
by fundamentalist clerics that 
foreign tourists "were infidels'* 
and that working in the industry 
was "a sin” because foreigners 
were corrupt. 

The sources said the number of 
militants in Aswan and nearby 
villages was up to 1.000. 


A lawyer acting for some of the 
87 militants arrested after surviv- 
ing Tuesday's mosque assault ac- 
cused the security forces of de- 
liberately trying to kill as many as 
possible of the 200 worshippers 
packed into the building. 

“Considering that Aswan is an 
important resort that attracts big 
numbers of tourists, the govern- 
ment wanted to show an iron fist. 
It decided to abort these groups 
which it felt were starting to cause 
danger...” 

“It decided to hit them in their 
cradle before they could be able 
to carry out any acts of aggres- 
sion. It suddenly felt that they 
have become a danger," he 
added. 

“The security forces entered 
the mosque to physically elimin- 
ate as many people as possible. It 
was not to arrest them because 
the security bodies know exactly 
where they live and have definite 
in formation about thier move- 
ments," Hassan Mohammad 
Hassan said. 

"‘If they had wanted to arrest 
them, they could have done it 
without a single drop of blood,” 
he said. "But the aim was to 
terrorise all those who believe in 
their ideas.” 

After the assault, many mili- 
tants shaved their beards and 
replaced their white robes with 
trousers and shirts to avoid being 
detained by police, residents said. 

Cairo violence 

In Cairo, security forces have 
promised a war to the death 
against militants. 

Police, who also shot dead the 
wife and child of one suspect in 
Cairo, lost one officer and four 
troopers killed. The total death 
toll of 23 was the highest in a 
single series of dashes since poli- 
tical violence surged in Egypt a 
year ago. 

“The death of some of our men 
will not divert us from attacking 
the extremists until they are total- 
ly eradicated and stability returns 
to our country,” a senior security 
officer told Reuters at the funeral 
of the dead police in Cairo. 

Interior Minister Abdul Halim 
Mousa led an emotional proces- 
sion of hundreds of relatives and 
colleagues of the dead through 
the centre of the capital after the 
government's most senior Muslim 
scholar prayer prayed over the 
coffins in a mosque. 

A traffic policeman was killed 
Thursday when gunmen sus- 
pected of being Muslim militants 
attacked a checkpoint near Tima, 
365 kilometres south of Cairo, 
security sources said. 

They said four or five gunmen 
opened fire with automatic 
weapons on a checkpoint on the 
main road through the Nile Val- 
ley and the 45-year-old policeman 
died immediately. 


A Somali child looks at an American Marine patrolling a Mogadishu shantytown (AFP photo) 

Somali warlords prepare 
for reconciliation meeting 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somalia's 
warring factions Wednesday fine- 
tuned proposals they plan to pre- 
sent at a landmark national re- 
conciliation conference next 
week. 

The U.S.-led multinational 
task force said it was maintaining 
a high state of readiness ahead of 
the March 15 U.N.-sponsored 
talks in Ethiopia in any case any 
group tried to cause trouble 
aimed at disrupting the confer- 
ence. 

Farouk Mawlawi, U.N. 
spokesman in Somalia, told Reu- 
ters all the warlords beading the 
country's 16 factions bad been 
invited and agreed to attend. 

"As of today all of them have 
agreed to go to Addis Ababa for 
the talks,” he said. 

In Mogadishu, the main war- 
lords. Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and his rival, self-styled President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad, met with 
their aides in separate meetings 
to formulate their proposals for 
the conference. 

“We are busy working and 
re-working our proposals for the 
meeting.” Mr. Aideed aide Issa 


Mohammad Said told Reuters. 

U.N. officials said that in the 
north of Mogadishu, Mr. Ali 
Mahdi was chairing a cabinet 
meeting called to work out a final 
document for his movement. 

Gen. Aideed and Mr. Ali 
Mahdi halted a two-year blood 
feud in December under intense 
U.N. and U.S. pressure after 
U.S.-led military forces landed in 
Somalia to protect food aid for 
the starving. 

Gen. Aldded is going to. Addis 
Ababa Sunday with special de- 
mands that he and his allies re- 
ceive special status at the recon- 
ciliation conference to reflect 
their role in toppling dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi on the other 
hand, has accepted U.N. propos- 
als that the talks also group reli- 
gious leaders and elders in an 
attempt to set up as broad a base 
for discussion as possible. 

Somalia collapsed into civil war 
after Mr. Siad Barre’s downfall m 
1991 and Mr. Ali Mahdi and 
Gen. Aideed both feel they have 
a legitimate claim to be the next 
head of state. 


The U.S.-led forces said they 
were on the lookout for trouble 
ahead of the meeting. 

“We are not on alert but I can 
fell you we are in a high state of 
readiness. It’s too quiet and we’re 
getting suspicious just in case 
someone out there tries to cause 
trouble in order to disrupt the 
conference,” Fred Peck, U.S. 
military spokesman in Somalia, 
told reporters. 

Colonel Peck said the U.S.-led 
forces, due to band over com- 
mand to a new United Nations 
force, hoped the conference 
would produce concrete results 
on issues such as disarmament 
and the setting up : of political 
structures in the country. 

As many as 28,000 of the 
36,000 troops in Operation Res- 
tore Hope, launched on Dec. 9, 
were Americans. 

But the new force, made up of 
contingents from 20 countries, 
will be more diverse. U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
has set May 1 as the date for the 
transfer of command to the new 
28,000-strong multinational 
force. 


Iran may be greater U.S . enemy than Iraq 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Iran may 
turn out to be a greater threat 
to U.S. interests in the long 
term than its neighbour Iraq, 
some officials and analysts 
believe. 

While Iraq is subject to 
tight international sanctions, 
constant surveillance and in- 
trusive inspections, Iran has 
been quietly rearming and is 
pursuing an active nuclear 
weapons programme, U.S. 
officials say. 

It has also emerged as the 
key force opposing Arab- 
Isracli peace efforts, while 
bankrolling some of the most 
dangerous factions in the 
Middle East. 

A Slate Department last 
week branded Iran the 
world's “most dangerous 
state sponsor of terrorism" 
and accused the Iranian in- 
telligence service of involve- 
ment in assassinations and 


bombings in the Middle East, 
Europe and Latin America in 
the past year. 

“Iraq is more a problem of 
one person — Saddam Hus- 
sein,” said one State Depart- 
ment official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

“Iran is a problem because 
of the ideology of an entire 
regime. Therefore one could 
argue that in the long term 
Iran will be more of a prob- 
lem than Iraq,” he said. 

When Terry Anderson, the 
last American hostage held in 
Beirut by Iranian-backed 
guerrillas, was released at the 
end of 1991, it looked as if 
relations between Tehran 
and Washington might im- 
prove. 

But neither side made a 
move towards the other and 
relations today are, if any- 
thing, characterised by even 
greater mutual hostility and 
suspicion. 

Moderate Iranians advo- 


cating warmer relations with 
the West may have been 
weakened when Tehran did 
not receive the kind of recog- 
nition they expected for its 
release of hostages and its 
strict neutrality during the 
Gulf war. 

“There are Iranians who 
say they made serious conces- 
sions and did not get anything 
in return,” said Shireen Hun- 
ter, an analysts with the Cen- 
tre for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies, a Washington 

thin k- tank . 

For other, more radical 
elements, anti-Americanism 
and anti-Zionism remain the 
sacred legacy of the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

Shocked by Iraq's success 
in building a nuclear weapons, 
programme that came close 
to producing a bomb, the 
United States has invested 
considerable diplomatic 
efforts to stall what it believes 


is a similar Iranian effort. 

“We believe they are 
working on a nuclear 
weapons programme which is 
at a very early stage and we 
believe we have had some 
success in restraining and re- 
tarding their programme,” 
said the State Department 
official. 

But it has proved impossi- 
ble to prevent Iran acquiring 
some conventional weapons 
that Washington would 
rather Tehran did not have. 

Russia sold Iran three K3o 
class submarines last year, of 
which one has been delivered 
so far. It is stationed near the 
Strait of Hormuz, a major 
oil waterway. 

“About the only thing they 
could do with that kind of 
submarine is sink regional 
merchant shipping. We don’t 
like that,” said the official. 

On the political front, Iran 
has waged an offensive 
against tbe Arab-Israeli 


peace process since the Mad- 
rid peace conference of Octo- 
* ber 1991 that has emerged as 
a major Irritant to 
Washington. 

Even while the Madrid 
conference was in session, 
Iran organised a rival confer- 
ence of “rejectionists.” Its 
chief Middle East surrogates 
have been HSzbollah guerril- 
las in South Lebanon and 
Hamas activists in tbe occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Backed by tens of millions 
of dollars of Iranian money , 
the groups have emerged as 
serious threats to the peace 
talks. 

Israel's decision to expel 
415 suspected Hamas activ- 
ists to South Lebanon last- 
December has produced a 
three-month interruption in 
negotiations. Even if they re-, 
some net month. Hamas has 
proved it is a factor to be 
reckoned with. 


jor 



Peres voices I 


concern over 

German 

far-right 

BONN (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
Thursday he was concerned at 
rising support for tbe far-right m 
Germany but he believed Ger- 
mans had stood the test of demo- 
cracy. 

Mr. Peres, summing up a two- 
day visit, said he found that Ger- 
man leaders were also worried 
about the gams of the anti- 
foreigner Republicans in a state 
election last weekend and -a re- 
cent wave of racist violence. 

“But when we see tbe results of 
elections, we most also take a 
good look at the reaction of the 
German people,” he told a news 
conference. 

The Republicans, led by a for- 
mer soldier in Hitler’s WafFen- 
SS, won up to 15 percent in some 
areas a Hesse state in the first 
barometer of voter sympathies 
since more than 2,280 right-wing 
attacks killed 17 people last year. 

Mr. Peres said repeated rallies 
against racism last year by hun- 
dreds of thousands of Germans 
had helped reassure Israel that, 
the majority did not agree with 
the fay-right 

“Needless to say we don’t 
share the German's pessimism 
about Germany. We don't accept 
the fashionable feeling in Germany 
that yon' have to start everyday 
with a mood of ‘bonjour tristesse* 
(sadness),” he said. 

Mr. Peres, accompanied by a 
business delegation, signed a bi- 
lateral agreement with Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel Tuesday 
pledging closer economic and 
technological ties. 

They agreed to set up a joint 
council for cooperation in en- 
vironmental technology and to 
double funds for a scientific re- 
search and development founda- 
tion to 300 million marks ($180 
million), to be split between the 
two states. 

Discussing the environmental 
accord, he said: “We are strug- 
gling against the desertification of 
the Middle East We have an 
increase in population and a de- 
cline in the fertility of the land.” 

Mr. Kinkel has said Germany 
would try harder to increase and 
improve Israel’s trade agree- 
ments with the European Com- 
munity! 

Mr. Peres said Israel wanted to 
see a renegotiation of a 1975 
economic cooperation agreement 
to give it a better chance to 
compete on European markets. 

Israel purchased $9 billion of 
EC goods annually but only $4.5 
billion worth of Israeli exports 
went to Europe, Mr. Peres said. 
Equally Israel bought $2.25 bil- 
lion of goods from Germany but 
sold only- around $ 1-25 billion. . 

Environment Minister Klaus 
Toepfer will visit Israel on March 
16 to 19 for talks with Israeli 
government leaders and scientists 
about projects to protect the en- 
vironment, his ministry said in a 
statement. 
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Australian troops kill Somali bandit 

MOGADISHU (R) -- nSSttfeyf iffflS 

bandit near the southern t ® WI !°L?^ had oue ned Tire on the- 
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Syria to pay April salaries early 

DAMASCUS (R) — Finance Minister Khaled Mahaynt said 
Thursday that be asked all finance ^pa^ents to F^y ^e Apnl 
salaries for government employees from March 20, about 10 days, 
early , for the feast of Eid Al Fitr. Salaries in Syria are paid at the 
beginning of each month. 

Children make toy ‘bomb’ in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Two children endeared themselves to the U.S.- 
embassy in Cairo earlier this week by making a toy “bomb’ at an 
apartment block where American families, live, a diplomat said 
Thursday. He said the doorman found the device, made of two 
mineral water bottles and some noise-making fireworks, and 
showed it to a U.S. resident, who took it to the embassy for. 
checks. A security officer established it was just a toy. Foreigners 
living in Cairo are on the alert because Muslim militants fighting 
to turn Egypt into a purist Islamic state have been attacking 
tourists and have threatened that their next target might be 
foreign businesses. 

German policeman shoots dead Turkish Imam 

HAMBURG, Germany (R) — An Imam attached to Turkey’s 
consulate here was shot dead by a German plainclothes policeman 
after pointing a gun at him, police said Thursday. Turkey’s 
ambassador in Bonn, Onur Oeymen, said he was waiting tor 
investigations to finish and that be had complete confidence in the 
German authorities. He described the 41-year-old man as a 
diplomat and said be had the right to carry a weapon for 
self-defence. Police said the Turk was bending over a German 
man dying from a shot wound when the plain dothes policeman, 
who had been alerted by the sound of shots, shouted at him. The 
diplomat raised a gun and aimed at the policeman, they said. The 
policeman then shot him dead. No details about the dead German 
were released. A police spokeswoman said no other weapons had 
been found, adding that it was still not dear what had happened. 

Bangladesh offers to export manpower to Kuwait 

DHAKA (AP) Bangladesh Thursday offered to recruit more 
manpower to rebuild war battered Kuwait, Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia told a special envoy of Kuwait’s Emir.' Dr. Ahmad 
Abdullah Al Robei, Kuwait’s education minister, brought a 
message from Sheikh Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah thankine 
Bangladesh for its support to bis emirate during the Gulf war 
Bangladesh tod sent more than 2,000 troops to the U.S.-led 
coahtion a g ai n st Iraq during the Gulf war. Nearly 70 000 
Bangladeshi workers who were forced to return home from’ the 
ou-nch country during the war have been reemployed. 
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Zambia breaks links with Iran, Iraq 


LUSAKA, Zambia (AP) — 
Zambia has severed diplomatic 
relations with- Iran and Iraq, 
claiming agents from those coun- 
tries assisted in an opposition plot 
to topple the government 
Foreign Affairs Minister Ver- 
non Mwaanga told parliament he 
summoned the ambassadors from 
Iran and Iraq to his office earlier 
and told them they were being 
expelled. 

Mr. Mwaanga said diplomatic 
ties had been broken because “as 
a sovereign state we cannot and 
will not tolerate outside interfer- 
ence in our internal affairs.” 
Last Thursday, President 
Frederick Chiluba declared a 
state of emergency in Zambia and 
said relations with Iran and Iraq 
would be reviewed. 

Government officials have 
since said agents from those 
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countries were behind a plot 
codcnamed Operation Zero Op- 
tion by tbe opposition United 
National Independence Party 
(UNIP) to overthrow the govern- 
ment. 

The aim was to make Zambia 
ungovernable through strikes, 
riots and lawlessness. 

Under the emergency, police 
detained without charge 26 UNIP 
members, including two of for- 
mer President Kenneth Kaunda’s 
sons for alleged involvement in 
tbe plot. 

UNIP denied the charges. 

Zambia's foreign minister 
made his announcement in the 
150-member parliament during a 
debate on whether to extend tbe 
state of emergency a further three 
months. 

Mr. Chilnba, a trade union 
leader, came to power in a 1991 
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7j J 33 “Passed regret 
Jambtan decision to 
diplomats, the Iraqi Ne 
cy reported. 

A Foreign Ministry 
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internal affairs and saic 
eminent's action “exj* 
«cal purposes.” 
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Home News 



His M^jestyKing Hussein joined worshippers in 
a tten di ng Friday prayers at King Abdullah Mosque 
in AbdalL Hie King and worshippers B s t wiwl to the 
sermon delivered by Ministry of Awqaf « n| t Islamic 
Affairs Secretary General Ahmad HelayyeL Abo 
attending Friday prayers were members of the 
Royal Family, Prime minister Sharif Ben 


Shaker, Speakers of the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament, Royal Court Chief Khalid AJ Kara- 
ki. Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, 
Private Chamberlain Prince Ali Ben Nayef, a 
number of cabinet ministers and senior military 
and civil officials (Petra photo) 


New book outlines make-up 
pf both houses of Parliament 


! By a Jordan Times 

I Staff Reporter 

» 

AMMAN — As far as personality profiles go, 

' ‘Who is Who in Jordanian 1989-1993,“ a recently 
eleased booklet, is a commendable effort since it 
s the first of its kind published in English. 

The 150-page paperback provides a brief outline 
of the background of the members of the Lower 
|uid Upper Houses of Parliament based on in- 
formation provided by the parliamentarians them- 
selves, reference books and data collected by its 
author Tim Riedel, a student of political science. 

! Presented in a blue cover with a superimposition 
of the Jordanian flag, the book is a usual reference 
tor many who would like to get a first look at the 
composition of the Jordanian Parliament. 

; The publication, financed by the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung, an institution affiliated with the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany, provides basic 
information on each of the 80 elected members of 
the Lower House and 40 appointed members of 
the Upper House. 

I Included are details such as date and place of 
|>irth, religion, ethnic origin, constituency, educa- 
tional background, profession, foreign language 
proficiency (if any), family status, membership in 
larliameniary committees and political orientation 
wherever identified) of the 120 parliamentarians 
longstde ..their .-photographs. ... •>.. 

Conspicuous by ijs absence though isthe voting ' 
ecord of the parliamentarians on issues indicative 
of their political and social outlooks and approach 
fo financial issues. 

\ The bibiliography of the book lists as references 
personal interviews, data provided by the House 
of Parliament, Adnan Bayoun’s Who is Who 
(1985), Samer Hijazi’s “Encyclopedia on Jorda- 
nian Personalities" (1992), and Hani Kheir's "An 
Illustrated Historical Survey" (1990), as well as 
various issues of the Jordan Times, 
j Edited and published by Friedrich Ebert Stif- 
tung and printed in Jordan, the booklet is released 
at a time when International attention on Jordan is 
bn the rise, if only because of the fast puce that the 


f 


Who Is Who 
In 

Jordanian Parliament 
1989 - 1993 



democratisation has picked up, and could go a 
considerable way in familiarising first-comers with 
the political colour and structure of the Kingdom’s 
parliament. 

Probably because English is a foreign language 
■ for its author, shortcomings fluje. ajsp evident In 
terms of linguistics and structure,' something that 
could be rectified if there was to be a reprint of the 
booklet. 

A brief note introduces the author, Mr. Riedel, 
as bom in Munich in 1969. A student of.political 
science and law at the Free University in Berlin, 
Mr. Riedel has worked with Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation as part of his studies. He is said to be 
specialising on the systems of internal politics, 
studying the political party and system and proce- 
dures of decision-making in Jordan. 

Who is Who in Jordanian Parliament 1989-1993, 
Riedel, Tim, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, ppl50. 
Garabi Printing Press, Amman, 1993 (price not 
mentioned). 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


L Crown Prince prays in Naour 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Princes Hassan 
attended Friday prayers at Naour Grand Mosque. The Prince and 
(-^worshippers listened to the sermon which focussed on the lessons 
£| learnt from the Badr Battle. Attending the prayer also were 
deputies from Naour and several senior militaiy and civil officials. 

tsharif Zeid calls for drought study in badia 

~r m 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker is 
Mexpected to pass a decision authorising a subsidy and assistance to 
.-^livestock breeders in the Badia region based on a study of the 
■■•'impact of drought in that area A drought committee will meet 
.-■■Saturday to study the subject and propose practical solutions, in 
'Uine with the Prime Minister’s instructions. 

British envoy arrives in Amman 

r-^AMMAN (Petra) — Assistant Under-Secretary of the British 
L* jForeign Office for Middle Eastern Affairs Michael Burton arrived 
'rin Amman Friday on a three-day visit to Jordan during which he 
will meet with senior officials for talks on the latest developments 
,. in the Middle East peace talks and Jordanian-British relations. 
."The British officials was received at the airport by Secretary 
.•General of the Foreign Ministry Hussein Hamami and the British 
.^ambassador to Jordan. 


iWHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition entitled “The Present Isla- 
mic World m Photos and News 9 ’ at the 
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST). 



NEW IN AMMAN 


Hi 


AL-RABIYA 
Furnished Apartments 


fiEWLT FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN ONE OP TOE UOST BEAUTIFUL 
RESIDENT AREAS OF AMMAN B7THKV A WALKING DISTANCE 110 
SHOPPING AREAS . 

PULL HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES . 

business sEsnoes. 

DAILY . WEEEJJ , ANNOAOL . LEASES . 


' raRMOdbWTOHMMlONPIJEMECOOTACT'mEFDtifJWINGADOHraB, 
TH^ : 084*01 FAK;6B2B38 /iMKW-JOWXW 


Official to 

participate 

inU.S. 

educational 

reform 

programme 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion Planning. Development and 
Research Department Moham- 
mad Ayasrah left for Washington 
Thursday to represent Jordan in a 
month-long American program- 
me on education innovations and 
reform, organised by the United 
States Information Agency 
(USIA). 

In a departure statement. Dr. 
Ayasrah said the programme will 
enable participants to obtain first- 
hand information on innovations 
in the U.S- educational system, 
which have been achieved 
through the employment of mod- 
em technologies and concept. 

He added that the programme 
includes field visits to various 
sites, and meetings with school 
prinicipals, teachers, students 
and parents. 

Participants will also meet with 
federal education officials, par- 
ticipate in a seminar Boston on 
the training of secondary school 
teachers, and die role of universi- 
ties and otter educational institu- 
tions in this process. They will 
also have the chance to acquire 
information on issues related to 
human resources training, in- 
cluding . in-service training of 
teachers, methods of evaluation 
and the effect ethnic diversity 
might have on the educational 
process in the classroom. 

Taking pan in the. programme 
are representatives of 13 coun- 
tries, including Jordan. 
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Sales tax 
to affect 
previously 
tax-free 
items 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A special 
committee in charge of drawing 
up lists of items subject to the 
newly-introduced sales tax will 
hold a meeting today (Saturday) 
to discuss lists of taxable items, a 
report in Thursday’s issue of the 
Arabic daily A1 Rai said. 

The report quoted officials as 
saying that the first list of items 
subject to the sales tax indudes 
113 items, and other lists are 
being reconsidered. 

Of the first 113 items, 17 will be 
subject to tax for the first time. 
These indude tourist transport 
services; car rental services; 
advertisements; audits; consultan 
cy, engineering and legal con- 
sultation services, express mail 
services; security and protection 
services; translation services, 
beauty salons, hairdresser and bar- 
ber services, ■ wedding ; hall rentals 
and video rentals. 


U.N. official apologises for comment 
‘unwittingly’ offending Palestinians 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior U.N. offi- 
cial has apologised to Palestinian 
colleagues over comments seen as 
insulting Yasser Arafat during a 
routine meeting in Amman, but 
the issue does not seem to have 
been settled despite U.N. asser- 
tions that the matter was dosed. 

Angela Williams, director of 
relief and. social services of the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), sent the 
“apology" to tbe area staff union 
of the agency in Amman after a 
formal complaint was sent to the 
UNRWA headquarters in Vien- 
na. 

The comments which triggered 
tbe controversy were made by 
Mrs. Williams on the appearance 
of a fully-bearded cafeteria work- 
er who served tea at an internal 
UNRWA meeting in Amman on 
Feb. 25. 

The appearance of cafeteria 
workers “should not be disgust- 
ing with his beard as Yasser 
Arafat," Mrs. Williams said, 
according to the formal com 1 
plaint, a copy of which was 
obtained by the Jordan Times. 

“We, the Palestinian partici- 


pants in the meeting, were very 
astonished to observe this aggres- 
sive and impolite behaviour from 
a director of relief and social 
services working for and with the 
Palestinian people," said the 
complaint, signed by Aziz 
Daoud, Mahmoud Saleh and 
Jehad Taber, three senior UN- 
RWA officials in Amman. 

“We felt that this was a big 
intended insult addressed to all 
Palestinian people in general and 
to us as participants in the meet- 
ing in particular," it said. “.... 
Please note that such behaviour 
has been considered by us as an 
unjustified insult addressed to all 
Palestinians represented worl- 
dwide by President Arafat...." 

The complaint, dated Feb. 28, 
1993, sought to bring the issue to 
the attention of the 
commissioner-general of the 
U.N. agency, which offers ser- 
vices to Palestine refugees, “for 
his kind discretion." 

Emilio Pyrich, chief public in- 
formation officer of UNRWA in 
Vienna, said Mrs. Williams had 
apologised for her comments. 

“There was a complaint by 
some members of the staff," Mr. 
Pyrich told the Jordan Times over 
the phone. “Mrs. Williams has 


apologised in a letter (that) at the 
meeting she made a mistake. 

“Our view is that the apology 
has removed the misunderstand- 
ing,’’ he added, without elabora- 
tion. 

According to UNRWA sources 
in Amman, Mrs. Williams’ letter 
expressed “regret" over her com- 
ments, which were “not intended 
at insulting anyone." 

Mrs. Williams said she was 
“saddened and shocked" that she 
had “unwittingly offended” the 
"sensitive feelings and percep- 
tions" of those present during the 
meeting. 

She said she had made the 
comments in the context of dis- 
cussing the “image" and “visual 
perceptions" of UNRWA. 

“I offer you my sincerest apo- 
logies," the source quoted the 
letter as saying. 

Asked whether the agency con- 
sidered the issue as closed, Mr. 
Pyrich said from Vienna: "Yes." 

But UNRWA staff members in 
Amman said they had neither 
accepted nor rejected the apology 

“It is a matter to be decided by 
the staff union," said Mr. Daoud. 
one of the signatories to the 
complaint. 

“We have nothing against Mrs. 


Angela Williams, who has an 
excellent record of devotion to 
her work," he told the Jordan 
Times. “What matters to us is 
that such offending comments 
came from a person who occupies 
a very senior position in the 
agency." 

Mr. Daoud declined further 
comment saying he was “bound 
by any decision that the staff 
union would adopt." 

UNRWA insiders said that 
while the performance record of 
Mrs. Williams, a British national 
who has been with the agency for 
over 20 years, had no blcuiish 
whatsoever, many agency offi- 
.dals were offended in the past bv 
her “patronising approach." 

“Her behaviour is very conde- 
scending." said an UNRWA em- 
ployee, who declined to be identi- 
fied. “In her dealings with her 
Middle Eastern colleagues, she 
appears to be always indirectly 
reminding us — Palestinians and 
others — that we should be 
thankful that the Europeans, par- 
ticularly the British, were the 
donors and we the recipients of 
help.” 

No comment was available 
from Mrs. Williams on this con- 
tention. 


Minister, media chief 

attend film production 
meeting in France 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif Fri- 
day left for Paris to take part in a 
symposium on production of 
cinema, radio, and television 
programmes in the Arab World. 

The symposium, to start in the 
French capital today (Saturday), 
will also review prospects of 
cooperation between Europe and 
the Arab World in producing 


JNRCS 

head 

attends 

meetings 

in Geneva 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) is participating in tbe 
meetings of the higher committee 
entrusted with studying the future 
of the international movements 
of the Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent which began in Geneva 
Wednesday. At the 5-day meet- 
ing the committee will discuss 
several issues inducting external 
factors that affect the future of 
tbe movement and preparations 
for an international conference to 
be held by philanthropic soaeties 
and signatories of the Geneva 
Conventions. The conference was 
scheduled to be held last year in 
Budapest, but was postponed un- 
til further notice because of press- 
ures exerted by the U.S. and 
Israel to prevent Palestine’s de- 
legation from participating in the 
conference. JNRCS President 
Mohammad A1 Hadid is repre- 
senting Jordan at the Geneva 
conference. 
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programmes and films. 

Taking part in the symposium 
will be several Arab information 
ministers and senior French jour- 
nalists. 

Director of the Jordanian 
Company for Radio. Television 
and Cinema Production Jawad 
Mara q a also left for Paris Friday 
to take part in the symposium, 
organised by the Paris-based 
Arab World Institute for Cinema, 
Radio and T.V. production. 

The symposium will discuss 
three major topics; policies on 
audio-visual programmes in the 
Arab World, Arab audio-visual 
programmes in* the West and 
prospects of cooperation between 
the Arab World and Europe, 
particularly France. 


JD20m slated for new 
Irbid water line pro j ects ii 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Irbid 
Water Management Department 
has floated three tenders worth 
JD 20 million to finance water 
projects in the governorate, 
according to department Director 
Ali A1 Qudah. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. Qudah 
said the new projects will im- 
prove, modernise and expand ex- 
isting water networks and avoid 
water waste. 

He said the Irbid water project 
accounts for JD 9.9 million, and 
will serve about 185,000 people 
living in the town. 

Under the project, to be car- 
ried out by a local company, the 
old water network will be rer' 
placed,'' new lines ' Installed and 
homes connected to the new net- 
work. 

The project aims to improve 


the water situation in the town, 
provide a 24-hour potable water 
supply to residents. 

Tbe second project will be car- 
ried out in Ramtha at a cost of JD 
3.7 million, according to Mr. 
Qudah. 

“Under the project, new water 
pipelines will be installed and all 
homes will be linked to the new 
network. 

It will serve more than 40,000 
people, and also benefit 20,000 
people living in the neighbouring 
towns and villages of Amrawa, 
Shajara, Dneibah and Turrah. 

The third project will be im- 
plemented in North Shouneh at a 
cost of JD 570,000. Mr... Qudah 
added that' more, projects.. are 
- planned for this' year “to benefit" 
more towns "and villages in the 
• governorate. 

These projects will cover the 


northern Jordan Valley area and 
Ajloun district. 

Um Qasme Springs water pro- 
ject, costing JD 1.7 million, will 
benefit residents in Rajeb and the 
neighbouring villages. 

Mr. Qudah said galvanised 
polyetheline pipes will be used in 
all the projects because of their 
durability. 

Commenting on citizens’ com- 
plaints that water bills are ex- 
aggerated and that figures 
appearing on the bills are not 
realistic, Mr. Qudah said the 
Water Authority has recently 
conducted maintenance work on 
the water tines and replaced part 
of the old network, which will 
result in minimum water waste 
and less complaints about bills. 

He admitted to metre-reading 
errors on the part of the Water 
Authority staff. 


“Four KLM flights 
to Europe?” 

“Sure thing, 


KLM s spreading its wings. 
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Now that KLM has announced four flights to Amsterdam and one flight to Dubai every 
week, you can look forward to enjoying more of the services and quality that has 
made KLM a legend in the airline industry since 1919. What more could you ask for? 

For further information, please contact: KLM Royal Dutch Airlines 
on tel. 622175, 622176, 655267 or your travel agent. 
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Britain’s opening more 

BRITAIN’S DECISION to resume ministerial-level 
contacts with the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
could be a harbinger of more positive developments on 
the road to full integration of the PLO into the peace 
process. The British move follows on (he beds of (he. 
Belgian decision to upgrade the diplomatic status of 
the PLO office in Brussels into a fully-recognised 
diplomatic mission. There is little doubt that the 
British and Belgian moves have the blessing of the rest 
of the European Community nations and enjoys the 
tacit approval of Washington as weH. This Western 
“rehabilitation” of the PLO must also be seen in the 
wider context of the ongoing peace negotiations 
between Israel and the various Arab parties and the 
simmering conflict between the mainstream PLO and 
the Islamic Resistance Movement, Hamas. While 
Fateh and Hamas are not exactly at loggerheads over 
! the PaJestmian-expellees crisis, they seem too diametri- 
| cally opposed to each other on the viability of the entire 
i peace process in the Middle East. The Western 
| capitals’ collective recognition of the PLO as a foil 
partner in the quest for peace in the area is a vote of 
confidence in the Palestinian factions that made a dear 
! commitment in favour of the peace option. Washing- 
j ton will certainly follow the European Initiative by 
I extending its support more openly to the forces of 
I peace. This the U.S. can do by resuming its inter- 
1 rupted dialogue with the PLO in the near future. More 
important and relevant than this belated Western tut 
■ towards the PLO Is the Israeli final posture on the 
! subject. Notwithstanding Israeli officials professed 
j anxiety over the moves by London and Brussels to 
] bestow recognition on the PLO as an integral element 
! in the peace equation, there are sound reasons to 
; believe that this protestation may not be Israel's 
! bottom line on tbe issue. Israeli Prime Minister 
! Yitzhak Rabin has effectively set the stage for an early 
j Israeli decision to accept dealing with the Palestinian 
| leadership when he engineered the repeal of a 1986 law 
i that forbade contact with the PLO. The Israeli 
; Labour-led government must recognise that shunning 
• the PLO for much longer would only make open the 
‘ field wider for Palestinian rejectionist of the peace 
talks. The faster the decision to accepting the FLO as 
the Palestinian “ government” that is totally and 
unequivocally committed to the cause of peace the 
; sooner real progress in the peace process will be 
1 achieved. Pretending otherwise would be playing into 
. the bands of the elements that are waging war against 
peace in the area on both sides of the divide. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RA'l Arabic daily said die continuation of the sanctions on 
' Iraq is not caused by its violations of any U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions, but by Western countries' envy of Iraq's swiftness 
and ability to reconstruct what was destroyed by the allied forces 
during the Gulf war. Dimitri Perricos, head of the nuclear team of 

■ experts inspecting Iraq's nuclear capabilities, was quoted in A1 
Ra'i’s editorial as saying that Iraq's reconstruction capabilities 
shows the need for having nuclear inspection teams in Iraq on the 
long run. “Thus, it is dearly demonstrated that the continuation 

' of the siege and the inspection campaigns in Iraq are not 
prompted by violations it is committing or weapons it is 
concealing, but is rather due to its ability of reconstruct quickly, 
as if it was supposed to stand unable to repair war damages and io 
beg for others' help to build its infrastructure once again." 
newspaper said. 

It described Mr. Perricos 1 mentality in dealing with Iraq as 
racial, saying he wants Iraq to be a backward country. This king of 
mentality seeks to achieve that objective in daylight through the 
siege, inspection compaigns and threats, it added. Had the Arabs 
> thought of this well, the paper said, they would have realised that 
| this aggressive mentality targets them all, and that the enemies of 
progress do not want for any Arab to build his homeland through 
! science and serious work. These enemies, the paper added, want 
! the Arabs to be greedy consumers who eat and wear what they 
j import from others. The paper continued that the enemies of 
j progress are practicing their tyranny on Iraq while the Arabs are 
j watching as if they are nor being stabbed with the same dagger, ft 
is time for the Arabs to rise up and reach out to each other to 
protect themselves from the enemies of progress so as to be able 
to reconstruct the Arab order and make of themselves a 
technological, economic and scientific power, the paper con- 
I. eluded. 

AI Duslour Arabic daily said in an editorial that the Arab 
. parties to the Middle East peace talks have shown some degree of 
unity by postponing a decision on participating in the ninth round 
of the peace talks till after the Arab parties meet. The Arab 

■ decision was satisfactorily harmonious despite the rejection by the 
; Palestinian side to accept the invitation sent by the co-sponsors of 
' The peace talks, the U.S. and Russia, the paper said. AI Dustour 
. said postponing decision on the issue has prevented the occurance 
j of a significant collapse in tbe fragile ground on which the Arab 
| parties to die negotiations are standing and prevented a political 
: crack which was a covert target of Israel since the start of the 
! peace process in Madrid in October 1991. The newspaper 
| expressed hope that the Arabs will utilise all thrir power and good 

relations with the the co-sponsors of die peace talks them practice 
: jbe necessary pressures to remove the obstacle impeding the 
• resumption of the peace talks, represented Israel's expulsion of 
more than 400 Palestinians from tire occupied territories last 
December. Consequently, the newspaper concluded, the 40-day 
nciiod separating the Arabs from schcdulled date for tbe talks 

■ constitutes a practical test for the profiaenty of Arab diplomacy 
r-r.d its ability t0 improve tbe terms of negotiations. 
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By Steve Holland 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States may be taking a more 
aggressive stance against Serb 
advances in Bosnia out remains 
cool to the kind of military in- 
tervention U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali has in 
mind. 

For the past year, through the 
end of the Bush administration 
and the start of the Clinton pres- 
idency, U.S. officials and com- 
mentators of all sides have 
.warned that a “quagmire" like 
the Vietnam war may lie in store 
if U.S. troops are ordered into 
action in Bosnia. 

Defence Secretary Les Aspin 
says this fear permeates not just 
the Pentagon but exists “through- 
out the U.S. government, 
throughout the population of the 
United States." 

Dr. Boutros Ghali thus 
touched a nerve when he 
said U.N. member states, in- 
cluding the United States, must 
be ready to send troops against 
Bosnian Serb forces if they refuse 
to cede territory that they would 
have to give up under an interna- 
tional peace plan now being 
negotiated. 

While Mr. Aspin did not rule 
out U.S. participation in such a 
force. White House spokesman 
George Stephanopoulos indi- 
cated the United States wants a 
more traditional peacekeeping 
role. 

“We've had no discussions at 
all of anything beyond what 
we've said in the past, which is 


A cool reception 

U.S. unwelcoming to Boutros- Ghali plea on troops in Bosnia 



that we would contemplate the 
use of U.S. forces to enforce an 
agreement that is already made," 
Mr. Stephanopoulos said. "We 
are not going to get involved. 
We've had no discussions on us- 
ing U.S. troops in any kind of 
peacemaking mission." 

To coincide with its mercy 
mission of . parachuting 
food and medicine to all sides in 
Bosnia — but mainly to Muslims 


trapped in Serb sieges — the 
United States has been looking 
for ways to increase pressure on 
the Serbs to comply with U-N. 
sanctions. It particularly favours 
blocking arms shipments into and 
out of Serbia. 

Mr. Stephanopoulos said U.S. 
teams in recent days had produc- 
tive discussions with Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Ukraine, 
Croatia, Albania and Macedo- 


nia," and they agreed to join us in 
pressing for better controls” over 
arms shipments and more strin- 
gent implementation of financial 
sanctions. 

But sanctions have not stopped 
the Serb drive so for. During his 
presidency, George Bush tried 
sanctions against Iraq and ulti- 
mately resorted to military force. 
The conventional wisdom has 




rain in the former Yugoslavia and 
the complicated ethnic hatreds 
there would make a U.S. military 
mission too risky. 

But not everyone adheres to 
that view. 

Military expert J.P. Mackley, 
writing in the Washington Post 
concluded that “by almost any 
American standard, the Serbs 
aren’t very good militarily” and 
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By Richard Nixon 

NEW YORK — Those who 
would disagree, as I do, with 
some of the specific proposals in 
President Bill Clinton's economic 
programme must give him credit 
for his boldness and political 
courage in advocating them and 
for his indefatigable efforts to sell 
them to the people. 

If he demonstrates the same 
leadership qualities in addressing 
the major foreign policy issue of 
our time, he can secure a place in • 
history as a great president. That 
issue is the survival and success of 
political and economic freedom 
in Russia. 

That is not to say that the 
Middle East, Iraq and Bosnia are 
not also important, or that the 
nations of Eastern Europe and 
the other former Soviet states do 
not also deserve priority attention 
where they have democratically 
elected governments and have 
initiated serious economic re- 
form. 

But what happens in Russia 
will have an enormous effect on 
those nations, on America's allies 
and on the United States. 

Without a substantial increase 
in aid from the West, the Yeltsin 
government will not survive. The 
United States must lead in pro- 
viding it. 

It is a very tough sell for the 
president. The latest Gallup poll 
showed that only 4 per cent of 
American voters considered fore- 
ign policy to be an important 
issue. 


Russian democracy 


A crisis with frightening potential 



But foreign and domestic poli- 
cy are like Siamese twins — one 
cannot survive without the other. 

If Boris Yeltsin's democratic 
government collapses and is re- 
placed by an aggressive, hardline 
nationalist government, this will 
have a far greater impact on the 
U.S. economy than all the Gin- 
ton domestic programmes. The 
peace dividend will be down the 
tubes. The military budget will 
have to be increased by billions, 
not cm. The president's plan to 
reduce the deficit would have to 
be withdrawn. 

The Russian democracy is 
undergoing a deadly crisis. The 
negative factors are frightening. 
Russia has 31 republics and pro- 
vinces that have declared their 
sovereignty, and 132 nationali- 
ties. 

Before the peaceful revolution 
of December 1992, the Russian 
people had never known political 
or economic freedom. What 
works in Poland, the Czech Re- 
public and Hungary will not work 
in Russia. 

Russia is going through an eco- 
nomic downturn worse than the 
Great Depression of the 1930s in 
the United States. 

In 1992, inflation was 25 per 
cent a month, the gross national 
product was down 20 per cent and 


Boris Yeltsin 

living standards were down 50 per 
cent. 

There has been an alarming 
increase in crime and corruption. 


Separatist tendencies and 
nationalistic conflicts that had 
been cooled by the Cold War are 
getting hot again, ranging from 


bloody war in the T ransca ucasus 
and Central Asia to confrontation 
over minority rights in the Bal- 
tics. 

But despite these overwhelm- 
ing odds, the conventional wis- 
dom of most of the American 
media that the Russian democra- 
cy is doomed is off the mark." 
There is still strong support for 
reform among .political leaders 
and the Russian people. The real 
political battle today is not be- 
tween reformers and reactionar- 
ies, but between different kinds 
of reforms. 

- There are those like Mr. Yelt- 
sin who prefer to act swiftly and 
decisively, and those like the 
Civic Union which would rather 
move more gradually. The fact 
that all political leaders except for 
the extreme reactionaries pay at 
least lip service to a free market 
economy means there will be no 
turning back to communism. 

The negative news from Russia 
has completely obscured the posi- 
tive news. Just as Washington is 
not America, Moscow is not Rus- 
sia.' 

While political infighting is big 
news in Moscow, privatisation 
and growth are proceeding 
irreversibly in other parts of Rus- 
sia. 

Twenty per cent of the GNP is 


now produced by private enter-, - 
prise. More than 30 per cent of _ 
Russian workers are in private. • 
enterprise. The press is free. Pri-‘- 
vatising the economy has helped 
to eliminate shortages. 

No one now talks about the. 
possibility of starvation, as was. 
the case when I was in Moscow 
last summer. 

Most important, as experts . 
such as James Billington and 
Gerald Corrigan have noted, the 
caricature that Russian workers, 
are nor responding to economic 
incentives is false. 

In a meeting in St. Petersburg 
recently, private entrepreneurs 
unanimously agreed that, when 
given the opportunity to enjoy 
tbe benefits of a free society, 
Russian workers are among the 
best in the world. 

They are also among the best . 
educated; Ninety per cent have 
graduated from high school, a 
higher percentage "than in the 
United States. 

Can Boris Yeltsin survive? . 
Some Western leaders I talked to • 
question it. Some of his oppo- ’ 
nents in Russia doubt it. Most 
shocking, the State Department 
officer who until last month was 
in charge of aid to Russia publicly ' 
predicted he would not last. With . 
friends like that, Mr. Yeltsin 
needs no enemies. 

The former U.S. president, 
who recently visited Moscow, 
contributed this comment to 
The New York Tunes. It is 

reprinted here from The Inter- 
national Herald Tribune. 
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New world order 


‘How much courage is needed to be a coward?’ 


By William PafafT 
PARIS — The new world order 
has arrived. It is well and truly 
new, consecrating invasion." 
aggression and ethnic purge as 
acceptable international con- 
duct (acceptable since in fact 
accepted by the democracies, rati- 
fied in the Vance-Owen plan for 
Yugoslav settlement). 

■fiie principal agency of inter- 
national action, the United Na- 
tions Security Council, pursues 
peace in Yugoslavia by deman- 
ding that the victim of aggression, 
the non-ethnic Bosnian govern- 
ment, halt its resistance to what is 
being done to its people. 

“How much courage is needed 
to be a coward” the undersecret- 
ary of the British Foreign Office, 
Sir Alexander Cadogan. wrote in 
his diary in September 1938. 
when Britain and France served 
their ultimatum on Czechoslova- 
kia's president, Eduard Benes, 
demanding that he yield to Hit- 
ler's demands. 

They at least had a rationale. 
The appeasers had a case to 
make, which Western leaders do 
not today have. The French and 
British governments in 1938 be- 
lieved the Czech arrogance had 
invited difficulties with Germany. 
They believed that Hitler's claims 
on the German-populated 
Sudeten region of Czechoslova- 
kia had some justification. They 
saw Hitler as an aggressive 
nationalist, but certainly not as u 
figure of megalomanic and geno- 
cidal ambition. 

They believed their own coun- 
tries were weaker chan a rearm- 
ing Germany. People then were 
close to World War I. The British 


ambassador to Germany, Sir 
Ncvile Henderson, sent a memo 
to the Foreign Office in May 
1938; "Surely our right course is" 
to be prepared to submit, pro- 
vided we secure peace in the 
West, without too great discom- 
fort to the surge and swell of 
restless pan-Germanism in Cen- 
rral and Eastern Europe... What 
other practical course is open to 
us if we are to avoid the insane 
fatalistic folly of setting our 
course for another warT 

The West then believed that 
Hitler's ambitions wholly in the 
East. Mr. Henderson's memo 
went on to say that “a certain 
German predominance eastward 
is inevitable, and peace in the 
West must not be sacrificed to a 
theoretically laudable but practi- 
cally mistaken idealism in the 
East... The German is certainly 
more civilized than the Slav... 
One might even go so far as to 
assert that it is not even just to 
endeavour to prevent Germany 
from completing her unity or from 
being prepared for war against 
the Slav, provided her prepara- 
tions are such as to reassure the 
British Empire, that they are not 
simultaneously designed against 
it.” 

This was a "realistic** position 
which history has shown to have 
■been mistaken and amoral. But it 
was not irrational. The appeasers 
hud a case. 

Do they have a case today? 
Serbia is not Nazi Germany. It is 
a minor power with a divided 
public opinion and a total regular 
armed force of 135,000, 39,000 Of 
whom are conscripts. Switzerland 
can mobilise five times that num- 
ber of soldiers. The Serbian mili- 


tias in Bosnia are well-armed and 
fanatical but undisciplined and 
unprofessional. 

Serbia is not making a diploma- 
tic demand that the international 
community award it Serbian- 
occupied parts of Croatia and 
Bosnia- Herzegovina, as Hitler 
was doing with respect to the 
Suderenland. It has invaded those 
countries and seized those terri- 
tories (and more), brutally ex- 
pelling or murdering the inhabi- 
tants, holding these regions today 
by means of proxy "autonomous 
republics.” Its demand is that the 
world accept what it has done. In 
the Vance-Owen plan, the world 
does — with a legalistic demur or 
two. 

As in 1938. there is a real risk 
that the present war will spread, 
hui the way this is likely to come 
is os a consequence of Serbian 
victory and subsequent efforts to 
purge Serbia itself of its Albanian 
and Hungarian minorities. Indif- 
ference to aggression invites new 
aggressions. 

The threat to the West is not 
that it might be drawn into an 
ill-prepared war with a great pow- 
er. but that by tolerating and 
rewarding aggression, much of 
southeastern Europe will be 
drawn into disorder and war, with 
demoralising and divisive effect 
upon the democracies — and a 
potentially most dangerous influ- 
ence inside the cx-Soviet Union. 

The sole case for appeasement 
today, so far as 1 understand the 
situation, is that Western leaders 
fear the political consequences in 
their own countries of military 
involvement in Yugoslavia. The 
West did nothing effective a year 
and a half ago, however, when 


economic and political measures 
might have halted the crisis, and 
now West European and other 
U-N. forces have become deeply 
and dangerously involved on the 
ground in Yugoslavia precisely 
because of their governments' 
evasion of rherr international re- 
sponsibilities . 

There has until now been some 
question as to the attitude that 
would to be taken by tbe Ointon 
administration. The past few days 
have removed that doubt, con- 
firming that the policy of Mr. 
Clinton will also be that of os- 
tentatious measures of humanita- 
rian assistance — impartially dis- 
tributed between Serb aggressors 
and besieged Bosnians — with 
support for the Vance-Owen 
plan. 

The airdrops made by the U.S. 
Air Force these last few days 
have cruelly demonstrated the 
limit to what the United States is 
prepared to do: night airdrops 
from 10,000 feet (3,000 meters) in 
mountainous country — with the 
particularly nice touch of includ- 
ing pork meals for starving Mus- 
lims. 

This is fundamentally faithful 
to the established Western policy 
in dealing with this crisis, which is 
to appease, simultaneously. 
Western public opinion and 
aggression itself. It is an implausi- 
ble programme, but one that thus 
far has been a success. The final 
step, already announced, will be 
the injection of U.S. troops to 
enforce the Vance-Owen plan, 
once that is signed. And who will 
have any reason to resist? Only 
the victims. 


international Herald Tribune. 



Effort not in vain 


To the Editor: 

AS PART of The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
tee’s (ADC). Amman Regional office’s effom to a« fe n 
government to pressure Israel to abide by U.N. 
and Geneva Conventions, several thousand postcards ° 7 
tegnerican officials by Arabs. Arab-AmenSTa^ JE£ 

It was our hope that these postcards wm«w 
American officials and public to finally stand up 
against the illegal acts of Israel. p and ***** ° 

Many sceptics feel that our committee's activities ... , 
feel that it is important that such individuals foaro *2?* 
activities are not in vain and that we must keen i ° 
^possible to brmg a just solution to VSSXl 

a ived * 
there is a way, and who thinks that every human a * 

believes in a principle must bare the burden of fiih £ Wh ? lTU 
preservation of that principle. The letter ,ie ™ n S for t 
“What a pleasant surprise to get a letter w? " folIows: 
that you are doing well and vetTactive th?S you , and “> fi 
and justice in “your” Middle eS " !be stra 8gle for pea 
“I am ahead of you... I have been knocking m, 
and writing about the horrible oondBoSK? , S e,f A ° ut ***** 
caused both by my own country and the Israelis ^ Worl 

you in tins fight I have been in conmJfS" * ** ***■ *°K 
about this and I will have to sav that ;» ;* Con e re « peot 
“The powerful Israeli lobby has most Up tottl 
pletdy buffaloed and I understand theiTrwSjf ' res *E® rs °ns coi 
Mtually gone into their states and iS' C H m .J 11 ' lobby h 
However, we must continue to “educaS^tk 6 * for *>ir 
crimes.. .which we will do. It is hard to beat thi v.- about kra 

£2 has * ven to ~p-ons SflSSSt* 

guarantee my ^m^figrtf Uy ’ &m tota11 ^ Pro>Arab and 

'■cSifuV SrSTcm m V ° he and 311 1 


q pwavmu icuer with each ai >o ai 

■Colonel, US Marine Corps, Rctircd ' d stati °ne. 
Association of National Security Alumni I h»JL Pr if Sl<ienl of 
*nts actually read them!’ * ho P= 'hat some o 


recipients actually read them!’ 
"(Colonel, Phil Roettinger) 
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Arab coordination talks on March 28 


(Continued from page 1) 
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Syria, which had been luke- 
warm to the idea of Damascus 
hosting an Arab meeting on the 
expulsions, appeared to shift its 
stand when it said in late January 
that it would convene an Arab 
coordination meeting on how to 
relaunch the peace process. 

The announcement, which fol- 
lowed a meeting in Geneva be- 
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% tween Mr. Sharaa and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
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opber, said die objective of the 
Arab talks was to enable all Arab 
parties to resume the peace talks 
“in a comfortable and agreeable 
atmosphere.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi arrived here 
from Damascus Friday after talks 
with Mr. Sharaa on the peace 
process and Syrian-Paiestinian 
political relations. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said he was 
scheduled to meet with the FLO 
official Saturday. Discussions 
with centre on the peace process 
• and other issues that are directly 
t? related to Jordanian-Palestinian 
coordination. 

In public comments, PLO offi- 
cials and Palestinian delegates to 
the talks are insisting on the 
implementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799, which 
calls on Israel to allow the return 
of the expellees. But they are also 
involved in behind-the-scene 
effortsto get Israel to agree to an 
American-brokered six-point 
proposal which envisages a 
phased return of the exiles (see 
separate story). 

Jordan has said that while it 
remains fully committed to the 
peace process, it would be diffi- 
cult for it to attend the peace 
talks if tbe Palestinians stayed 
away. 

In a recent interview with 
American television. His Majesty 
It King Hnssein noted that it was 
under a Jordanian umbrella that 
the Palestinians were participat- 
ing in the peace talks and as such 


there was little sense in “half a 
delegation." 

The Jordanian approach to the 
expellee crisis is from the vantage 
point that Israeli expulsion of 
Palestinians from the occupied ter- 
ritories is part of the broader 
conflict. 

“The entire Palestinian nation 
is in exile,” said a senior official. 
"We cannot lose sight of the 
reality that the peace process 
aims at resolving die root con- 
flict." 

In comments carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, Mr, 
Kaddoumi said Jordan's position 
vis-a-vis the peace process re- 
flected the Kingdom's “keen in- 
terest in bringing the peace 
efforts to a successful end in a 
way that ensures that the Palesti- 
nians will regain their legitimate 
political rights." 

"We fully agree with His 
Majesty’s position that we 
(Jordanians and Palestinians) are 
a joint delegation and we have a 
common cause," he said. “Any 
harm to this cause through Israeli 
practices in the occupied territor- 
ies is directed against the peace 
process and placing obstacles in 
its path." 

“The Jordanian stand express- 
ed by King Hussein is designed to 
urge the U.S. and Russia to exert 
all efforts to prevent Israel from 
its repressive measures in the 
occupied territories and the work 
towards the immediate return of 
all expellees in accordance with... 
Resolution 799," he said. 


On prospects for the resump- 

‘ ril 20, 


tion of peace talks on April 
Mr. Kaddoumi said: “When die 
Palestinian delegation met with 
Mr. Christopher in Jerusalem 
(during his recent Middle East 
visit), a six-point memo was pre- 
sented to him in the name of the 
Palestinian people. It included 
the Palestinian conditions for the 
resumption of the peace talks and 
on which any just peace settle- 
ment should be based." 


Returnees report torture in Kuwait 


• (Continued from page 1) 
were denied essential medicines 
although they had kidney prob- 
lems or suffered from heart dis- 
eases or diabetes. 

“As a result, many people's 
health, which was kept in reason- 
able condition through drugs, 
permanently degenerated," Dr. 
Ghazi says. 


Their physical problems render 
many of the tortured returnees 


less capable than others of finding 
work. 

“A lack of physical stamina as 
well as depression keeps the 
morale low and kills the initiative 
to find work," Dr. Ghazi said. 

Some 6,000 cases of torture 
and 114 cases of “violation of 
honour" were reported to offi- 
cials through the government sur- 
vey, conducted by the Depart- 
^ ment of Statistics. Only 650 have 
applied for compensation 
through the Geneva-based Un- 
ited Nations compensation com- 
mission. 

The 650 cases include cases of 
deaths of family members, offi- 
cials at the returnee cooperative 
say. 

Feelings of shame, fear and a 
desire to turn a new leaf are 
believed to be the main reasons 
for the low number — 10 per cent 
— of ail those who were exposed 
to bodily harm in the post-war 
period in Kuwait asking for repa- 
rations. 

Depending on the case under 
Form B of the U.N. Compensa- 
tion Commission, a person ex- 
posed to bodily harm or the death 

t- o£ a dose relative can claim from 


$2,500 to $30,000 in compensa- 
tion. 

According to the Ministry of 
Labour, which is processing all 
the reparation claims from Jorda- 
nian returnees to the Geneva 
commission, some $5 million 
worth of reparation daims have 
been made by the 650 people. 
Thus the average daimed is for 
$7,690. 

“The money is really not very 
significant for one who has per- 
manently lost good health or fora 
woman who was raped," said' 
Awni Oweis, who spent several 
months in a Kuwaiti prison and 
was badly tortured with cigarette 
bums and steel batons at the end 
of the Gulf war. 

But in some cases money will at 
least enable those who lost wage- 
earning relatives to survive be- 
fore they find work or enable 
those wbo need medical attention 
to pay for it, retfamees say. 

“One of the biggest problem is 
health care," Dr. Ghazi said of 
the problems facing all returnees 
but those with medical problems 
in particular. Health care in 
Kuwait, be pointed out, was for 
free. Now many returnees who 
are unemployed must pay high 
prices for medicines they badly 
need. 

"We are talking about the peo- 
ple who have diabetes, heart 
problems, kidney diseases or who 
suffer from cancer,” said 
Dr.Ghazi. “These people need 
the equivalent of the average 
monthly salary of a Jordanian to 
cover the cost of their medi- 


cines. 
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PLO, Hamas discuss future of Gaza 


(Continued from page 1) 


be more than 40 per cent; they 
say we would receive the majority 
of the votes, would like to have 
elections and see what our true 
strength on the street is." 

Mr. Nazzal had been meeting 
with Amman-based PLO official 
Abbas Zakj and Abdul Rahim 
Mallonh, bead of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) office to discuss 
“concerted actions vis-a-vis this 
issue of withdrawal." 

Mr. Zaki and Mr. Mallonh 
were out of the country Friday 
and were unavailable for com- 


ments. 

But PLO officials in Tunis 
voiced amazement at the Hamas 
statements, say that it was “much 
too early to speak of proposals 
which have not officially been 
made." 

“The PLO has not received any 
Israeli, Arab or American offer 
which would indicate that the 
Israelis were willing to withdraw 
from Palestinian lands in Gaza or 
elsewhere," said a senior advisor 
to Yasser Arafat, Mamdouh Nof- 
al. 

“This issue (of withdrawal 
from Gaza) may be brought up at 
the next round -of talks and 
maybe the Israelis will make a 
previously unknown proposal," 
he said. 

“We will consider any Israeli 
withdrawal a sign that the libera- 
tion of our land bas begun and we 
will bear the responsibility of 
governing any land that has been 
liberated," Mr. Nofal said. 

The United Nations and the 
Arab countries will also have 
“their, responsibilities to live np 
to in case of an Israeli withdraw- 
al," he added. 

PLO officials were careful not 
to say that no proposal had been 
made. They only stressed that no 
“official" proposal had been 
made to them. 

“There is absolutely no official 
proposal of the sort,” said 
another PLO official in Tunis, 
speaking to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity. 

The official confirmed that 
“Gaza will probably be the 
easiest part of Palestine to liber- 
ate" and that the PLO would 
consider moving its people and 
temporary headquarters to the 
parts of Palestine that were liber- 
ated at the initial stages of the 
negotiations." 

Palestinian analysts in Amman 
feared that an Israeli withdrawal 


from Gaza would ignite a power 
struggle between the PLO and 


Hamas in the poor and overpopu- 
lated strip and that the declara- 
tion of a Palestinian state in Gaza 
would occur. 

“If there is a withdrawal from 
Gaza outride the framework of 
an overall Palestinian-Israeli 


agreement then we will be canto- 
niring Palestinian lands similar to 
the way the proposal for Bosnian 
Muslim lands is a form of canto* 
nisation,” said a veteran Palesti- 
nian analyst in Jordan. 

“Tbe withdrawal from Gaza, 
which I suspect will occur, can 
leave a power vacuum if the PLO 
does not move in lock, stock and 
barrel in an organised and effi- 
cient manner," said the analyst. 

Declaring a Palestinian state, 
which PLO officials insist will not 
occur in Gaza but “in Jeru- 
salem," would effectively negate 
die possibility of declaring a state 
in the West Bank or East Jeru- 
salem, Palestinian analysts say. 

Whether by announcing the 
discussion of the talks Hamas 
wants to emphasise its growing 
role in Palestinian politics or di- 
vert attention from other issues is 
not clear, PLO officials say. 

“Instead of concentrating on 
the expellees or studying the six- 
point plan of tbe Americans, they 
are discussing proposals which 
are not yet on the table," Mr. 
Nofal said. 

But Hamas appears to moving 
forward with its public relations 
campaign both in Europe and in 
the Arab World. 

After announcing that they had 
met Chinese and Spanish diplo- 
mats last week, Hamas issued an 
official statement Friday thanking 
a senior Saudi Arabian clergyman 
for his support of Palestinian 
causes. 

Addressing the statement to 
Abdul Aziz Ben Baz, a senior 
Saudi deric who has government 
backing, Hamas thanked the 
sheikh for his statements of sup- 
port. 

While the supposed statement 
by Sheikh Ben Baz was not avail- 
able to the Jordan Times, the 
Hamas statement claimed that he 
had urged all “Muslims to sup- 
port Palestinians by financing 
them and offering both arms and 
men to their disposal." 

The cleric bad apparently cal- 
led on all Arab governments to 
take a united stand on the issue of 
expellees and had pledged his 
support. — 

“We will extend our support 
and our money to the Palesti- 
nians," the Hamas statement 
quoted Sheikh Ben Baz as saying. 

No mention was apparently 
made in the statement about the 
PLO. Tbe deric is thought to 
have been giving "mixed" signals 
to tbe Palestinians, Palestinian 
analysts say. 

“Saudi Arabia and some Gulf 
countries had been giving special 
attention and dues to Hamas' 
even before the Gulf war; now its 
a way to tease the PLO," said an 
analyst. PLO relations with most 
Gulf countries plummeted after 
Palestinians openly opposed the 
U.S.-led alliance against Iraq af- 
ter its invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 


FBI traces funds for New York blast 


(Continued from page 1) 


indictment and possible removal 
to New York. 

A top investigator in the bomb- 
ing has said he believes tbe sus- 
pects had accomplices who have 
disappeared and may have fled to 
the Middle East. 

Finding the source of the 
money would help investigators 
determine a motive in the Feb. 26 
bombing that killed at least five 


people _and injured more than 


The bomb went off in a 
garage underneath the twin 110- 
storey towers. 

While the federal investigator 
would not disclose bow much 
money had been transferred into 
tbe account, he said there were 
probably several deposits of 
under $10,000. Deposits of that 
size would avoid federal laws 
requiring the reporting of cash 


transactions of $10,000 or more. 

Mr. Salameh, 25, is described 
as an illegal alien from Jordan 
who was arrested March 4 

Both are charged with aiding in 
the bombing. Mr. Salameh is 
alleged to have rented the van 
that held the bomb. Mr. Ayyad’s 
alleged role has not been dis- 
closed. 

Mr. Ayyad and Mr. Salameh 
share an account at a Jersey City 
branch of National Westminster 
Bank. 

Other links between the two 
men include attending services at 
the same mosque in Jersey City. 
And both Mr. Salameh and Mr. 
Ayyad have been close to A1 
SAyyid Nosair, who was acquitted 
of murder in the 1990 assassina- 
tion of the anti-Arab extremist 
Rabbi Meir Kahane but is in 
Attiga state prison on related 
charges. 


Relatives say Ayyad not extremist 


(Continued from page 1) 


Nidal and his siblings grew up 
m Kuwait under the care of their 
mother Fatima, their maternal 
grandfather, who was a preacher 
in a mosque in Kuwait, and their 
maternal uncle, Khalil Abdul 
Adz Ayyad. 

He passed Tawijhi from the 
Hawii High School in Kuwait 
City in 1985 with an average of 75 
per cent marks. 

Nidal, who held a Jordanian 
passport, left Kuwait in 1985 for 
the United States on immigration 
papers arranged by his father and 
joined Rutgers University in New 
York. He graduated in 1991 in 
chemical engineering. He ac- 

S uired American citizenship m 
ie same year. 

His two sisters are married to 
Americans of Arab origin and 
live in Washington, D.C. His 
mother lives with her sons in 
Maplewood, New Jersey. 

His grandfather and uncle say 
they used to support the youth 
throughout his education since 
his father's assistance was negligi- 
ble. Nidal also worked in the 
cafeteria of Rutgers University to 
support himself, they said. 

Sheikh Ayyad visited his 
grandson in 1990. shortly after 
tire Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
which forced the entire Ayyad 
family, along with the bulk of the 
Palestinian community, to leave 
tbe emirate. 

Khalil Ayyad, who now works 
for an insurance company in Am- 
man said the parents of Mr. 
Salameh visited his home late last 
year to meet Nidal's mother who 
was in Jordan at that time to 
prepare for her son's marriage. 

The Salameh s “knew that Nid- 
al and Mohammad were friends 
in the U.S.. and wanted to in- 
quire about their son' from his 
friend’s mother.” said his wife, 
Umm Abed. 

Uram Abed or anyone else in 
the Ayyad family in Jordan did 
not know anything more about 
the relationship between Nidal 
Ayyad and Mohammad Salameh 
except that they were good 
friends. 

Sheikh Ayyad, who lives in 
Jabal Akhtar, said that during his 
visit to the U.S. in 1990, “I beard 
Nidal talking a lot about his 
friend Mohammad, but I did not 
see the boy.” 

After his graduation from Rut- 
gers, Nidal took up employment 
with Allied Signals Inc., a New 


Jersey firm. One of his brothers, 
Rezq, is also working; the other 
two, Abdul Hamid and Khalil, 
are still in school. 

Nidal visited Jordan for the 
first time in April 1992 to get 
engaged to a girl from the Gab- 
bouneh family, from the Majdal 
Askalan village in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, who was chosen by 
his mother. 

He flew bade to the U.S. after 
the engagement and returned on 
Dec. 11 with American immigra- 
tion papers for his 18-year-old 
bride. 

His mother Fatima attended 
the wedding along with his 
brothers. His father did not 
attend. 

The couple were married on 
Dec. 19 and left for the U.S. on 
Dec. 28. According to Umm 
Abed, who said she talked to 
Nidal’s mother upon hearing the 
news of Nidal’s arrest on 
Wednesday, the wife is pre- 
gnant." 

Ayyad family membrs declined 
to give any details of the in-laws 
of Nidal except that they lived 
somewhere in Amman (Salt) and 
did not want to talk to the press. 

Sheikh Ayyad said his grand- 
son was religious and used to read 
religious books in his spare time. 

“He used to pray regularly and 
fast during Ramadan like any 
other devout Muslim," Sheikh 
Ayyad said. “But he is not a 
fundamentalist or extremist," he 
added. “I am sure that he was not 
linked with any political or reli- 
gious' group in Kuwait or else- 
where. 

Khalil Ayyad said Nidal told 
him when he was here for his 
marriage that “he was committed 
to the American political system 
and voted for President Bill £lin- 
ton in the last elections with 
hopes that things would get better 
for America.” 

Umm Abed described Nidal as 
“a straight-forward boy." 

“I hope my children would 
grow up to be like him," Umm 
Abed said, stroking the hair of 
her 11-year-old son Abdul Aziz 
sitting in her living room over- 
looking the sprawling Wihdat re- 
fugee camp. 

She said she “practically 
brought up" Nidal and his sibl- 
ings while in Kuwait. 

“He was never involved in any 
violence even when be was a 
small boy when it is natural for 
children to get into fights with 
each other." 


Exiles reject reported PLO plan 


(Continued from page T) 


bathe, wash clothes and dry mat- 
tresses soaked during several 
days of heavy rain and hail. 

They received food smuggled 
on mules by villagers. 

The expellees have a new prob- 


lem hungry wolves. 

Ziad Abdallah, 27, was walk- 
ing near a river just above the 
camp Thursday night when he 
saw five beasts scurrying towards 
him. Trembling, he threw himself 
into the water and drifted with 
the flow. 


Yeltsin to press for referendum 


(Continued from page I) 


measures from the resolution, “I 
shall really be forced to think 
about additional measures to pre- 
serve the balance of powers in the 
country." 

Although he did not spell to 
the deputies what measures he 
would take, aides said he would 
press for the national plebiscite 
on April 25. 

"It’s much better to go to 
polling places than to take to' the 
streets,” Mr. Shakhrai told repor- 
ters. 

In addition, it is presumed elec- 
tions would be held early for both 
the president and parliament. 

Mr. Khasbulatov, Mr. Yeltsin's 
main rival for power, is seeking 
simultaneous elections. Current- 
ly, presidential elections are sebe- 
duUed for 1996 and parliamentary 
elections for 1995. 


U.S. officials said in Washing- 
ton Thursday that Mr. Yeltsin 
was weighing the dissolution of 
congress and emergency rule, but 
first Deputy Prime Minister Vla- 
dimir Shumeiko told reporters 
not to expect such a “sensation." 


Nevertheless, Yeltsin told the 
deputies he had reached his limit. 

“I have done everything possi- 
ble to reach an accord, proposed 
a number of versions for com- 
promise, listened to opinions, 
though in many cases they took 
foul and sometimes insulting 
forms." Mr. Yeltsin said as the 
lawmakers listened uneasily in 
the Grand Kremlin Palace. 

“There is only an extremely 
small selection of means left to 
maintain tbe stability of the situa- 
tion,” he said. 

But the deputies remained un- 
moved by his speech. 
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Palestinians see American pressure 


(Continued from page 1) 


Jerusalem Wednesday refused 
to accept the invitation, and 
returned it to the consular’s 
desk. 

But Palestinian officials, un- 
able to predict what develop- 
ments are expected to take 
place before April 20 that 
might affect their decision on 
whether to participate in the 
bilaterals, insisted that the 
Palestinian leadership was firm 
against attending the talks 
under the current conditions 
without achieving any of their 
demands. 

In six points , presented, to 
Mr. Christopher during his re- 
cent Mideast tour, Palestinian 
leaders demanded a U.S. dec- 
laration that Israeli expulsions 
are illegal and a new American 
letter of assurances confirming 
the Madrid terms of reference 
of the peace negotiations; i.e. 
that the basis of the talks in 

both phases (the interim and 
final) are resolutions 242 and 
338 — an Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories, 
including East Jerusalem. 
While Palestinians said that 
these points were initially (and 
verbally) approved by Mr. 
Christopher in Jerusalem, the 
Americans retracted their posi- 
tion after Israel’s rejection of 
the demands. 

The rest of the points in- 
clude an Israeli commitment to 
the following: 

— A commitment to end 
further expulsions of Palesti- 
nians; 


— An acceleration of im- 
plementing Resolution 799, 
calling on Israel’s immediate 
and unconditional return of the 
evictees, and agree to a sche- 
duled repatriation of the 400 
stranded Palestinian men; 

— To agree to return a 
“sizeable” number of Palesti- 
nians expelled from the occu- 
pied territories since 1967; 

— To stop its violations of 
human rights against the 
Palestinian people in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Saleh Raafat, an Amman- 
based PLO official, told the 
Jordan Times that contacts 
with the U.S. were ongoing 
and that a Palestinian delega- 
tion was expected to visit 
Washington to discuss the 
pending issues with State De- 
partment officials, but that no 
date had been set. 


Mr. Raafat also said that the 
PLO had rejected an Amer- 
ican draft letter of assurances 
on the terms of reference of 
the negotiations because the 
U.S. had not included Jeru- 
salem as pan of 242. The letter 
was in response of a Palesti- 
nian demand for American 
reassurances of the terms of 
reference of the talks. 

The official, a senior mem- 
ber of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) — Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo’s wing — insisted thai the 
PLO would not yield to press- 
ure to send its delegation to the 
talks if their minimal demands 
were not met. 

“We simply will not go even 
if the rest of the Arab parties 
did," Mr. Raafat stressed. 
“Everyone knows that there 
cannot be a solution to the 
Middle * East conflict unless 
substantive issues are resolved 
on the Palestinian track." 

But Mr. Christopher's state- 
ment that he was sure of 
Palestinian participation in the 
ninth round of talks indicated 
that either Palestinian signals 
were delivered to Washington 
that the PLO was ready to 
consider sending its peace de- 
legation, or that the pressure 
on the Palestinians would be so 
great they would have to par- 
ticipate. analysts said. 

Palestinians have already 
started to come under pressure 
since Wednesday’s invitations 
were issued. While all the 
Arab parties said they would 
make their position' to the 
April talks known after a coor- 
dination meeting in Damascus 
at the end of this month, Syria 
and Lebanon have already in- 
dicated their willingness to re- 
sume the talks with Israel. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, PLO officials said 
. that the head of the organisa- 
tion's political department, 
Farouk Kaddoumi, failed to 
convince Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Sharaa to hold a 
foreign ministers meeting of 
Arab parties involved in the 
peace talks during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. Seen by 
Palestinians as a delaying tac- 
tic, Syria set the coordination 
meeting after Ramadan and 
the feast holidays. But instead 
of gathering Arab support for 
their position at that meeting, 
the PLO might find itself cor- 
nered to accept participation. 


Rabin begins talks; in Washington 


(Contm"ued"'from page 'll' r * f 


Heights in phases provided Israel 
recognised Syria’s sovereignty 
over the strategic territory. 

Nearly 1,000 protesting settlers 
from the occupied territories 
blocked the roads outside Mr. 
Rabin's Tel Aviv home Thursday 
night, delaying his wife's depar- 
ture for the airport. The plane 
was delaying an hour as a result. 

Mr. Rabin said in an interview 
published Friday that it will be 
difficult to persist in the peace 
talks if progress is not made this 
year. 

Mr. Rabin also warned against 
U.S. involvement in Arab- Israeli 
peace talks going beyond media- : 
tion until the two sides have 
moved more closely together. 

In the interview with the Heb- 
rew daily Davar, Mr. Rabin .said 
he believed 1993 would be "the 
year of crossroads" in which the 
direction of the U.S.-backed 
peace talks would be decided. 

But he added the negotiations 
could falter unless they start to 
move forward. 

"To tread for another year 
without progress, some sort of 
breakthrough ... it will be very 


difficult) to stick with this with the 
belief that the process will bring 
results," Mr. Rabin said. 

He also noted he had been 
wrong in predicting, before his 
election last July, that an agree- 
ment with the Palestinians could 
be reached in six to nine months. 
He noted no breakthrough has 
been achieved since the talks 
began in October 1991. 

Responding to American sug- 
gestions that the United Slates 
should become a "full partner" in 
tbe negotiations. Mr. Rabin said 
it was too early for such a move. 

“In my view, no Arab-IsraeK 
agreement can be reached with- 
out American involvement,” Mr. 
Rabin said, noting the U.S.- 
engineered Camp David accords 
led to the 1979 Israeli-Egyptian 
peace treaty . 

But he said active American 
involvement came only after the 
two sides narrowed their differ- 
ences through direct talks. 

"It will be very bad if the 
Americans won’t learn the lesson 
that first the two sides need to 
move closer to one another and 
only then is there room for grea- 
ter American involvement,” Mr. 
Rabin added. 
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jTHE PROFESSIONALS 
: ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, Am FREtGHl 
FORWARD! KG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


Iamin kawar asons 

TEL. 60*676 604696^ 



CROWN INTLEST. 


Packing, shipping S 
Forwarding, storage S 


worldwide Removals | 


Air. Sea and Land 
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Thefirit&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 


p.m. 

6:30-Sfidnight 


TeL 63S96& 




US GBSTBE FOB pi ff * mim hik 


YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN... 


* Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
☆ Shoes repair it Engraving 

* Keys Service 

-A- Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches 3f YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


STUDIO HAIG 


v 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servids 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 


JUMBO photo 

30% Imrpmr 

From sa imrgo- 

20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank, Phone:. 604042 . 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT & SALE 


- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further details, 
please call: 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room-J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


We try harder. 



699-420 


IIAINITEL 

lks2«l*l>= 


Amman - Tel 668193 ’’ • 

P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 6M434 . 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



AL-SAFEER 
Rent A Car 


If you look for 
the best 


Call us at 

691505 - 602312 

Shmeisani, Amman 


p£/.l NC ■ 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 


Tel: 918214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight > 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Spedal Chinese Foods 
SriOed Chinese Chefs 


\Opco lhSO-330 A &&I1J0 d*2r 
Taka away is mflaUa 
Wadi Saqra Road 
near PhBadetphia Hotel 
rTSaL SSI was, Amiran 

IkcTuM 

n C 



»: h =? 


aaJI pu»a 


CHINA . 

House Restaurant 

* Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan. 

& Special Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

☆ Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 

with special price. 

Open daily 5:00-midnight 

Jabal Al Hussein, Ministry 
of Trade & Industry Road. 
Tel. 667755 


, n 

we are open > 
ihrinij Ramadan. 


Valentino 

"restaurant 


J AS AL AMMAN FIRST CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE THE IRAQI EMBASSY TEL. SSoMS 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Navaratilova to get Offcourt Achievement Award 

NEW YORK ( AP) — Martina Navratilova, currently ranked No. 
5 in the world in women’s tennis, has been named the “Player 
Who Makes a Difference" for her offcourt achievements. The 
“Player Who Makes a Difference" award was created last year by 
Family Circle Magazine to honour the efforts of the women's 
tennis association member who made the most outstanding 
contributions of time and energy to worthy causes. The winner of 
162 tournament titles, the most of any player, man or woman, 
Navratilova is involved in Make A Wish Foundation for terminal- 
ly ill children, is active with In God We Trust, an AIDS chanty 
where she donated all her winnings from the 1991 Virginia Slims 
championship victory: the Eleanor Roosevelt Foundation and 
■Response, a center for battered women in Aspen. 

FIFA orders Egypt to replay match 

SYDNEY (R) — The International Football Federation (FIFA) 
ordered Egypt Friday to replay its World Cup match against 
Zimbabwe after the southern Africans had protested over 
stone- throwing by the 120.000 crowd. The African Group C 
Match, played in Cairo February 28, ended in a 2-1 victory for 
Egypt and had put them into the second round of the African 
qualifying pool with a better goal difference. But Zimbabwe and 
Liverpool goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar spent a night in hospital 
suffering from concussion after being struck on the head by a 
lump of concrete during the match. World soccer's governing 
body, responding to a formal complaint from the Zimbabwe 
Football Federation, said the game was not played under normal 
sporting conditions. 

Prost posts top qualifying time 

-JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Alain Prost and Ayrton Senna, 
longtime rivals who both have something to prove this year, 
posted the top qualifying times Friday for the South African 
Grand Prix, the opening race on the 1993 Formula One circuit. 
Prost, who sat out last season after being fired by Ferrari in 1991. 
didn't appear the least bit rusty as he clocked the day's quickest 
lap of 1 minute. 16.004 seconds in his Williams Renault on the 
4.26 kilometre (2.64 mile) Kyalami Track just north of Johannes- 
burg. Senna, who won the 1991 Formula One title but finished a 
disappointing fourth last year, was close on Prost's heels 
(1:17.152) in his new McLaren MP 4 0. 

Olympiakos beat Limoges in Eurobasketball 

LONDON (R) — Olympiakos. forced to play away from their 
home stadium, beat France's Limoges 7G-67 Thursday as the 
men’s European Clubs’ Basketball Championship reached the 
quarter-final stage. The match took place in the Greek port town 
of Patras. Olympiakos were banned earlier this year from playing 
ai home in Piraeus after a referee was hit by a coin thrown from 
the crowd. Montenegrin Zarko Paspalije topscored with 27 points 
and won the first leg tie for the Greeks with a three-point basket 
four seconds from time. 

IAAF spends $500,000 on drug testing 

TORONTO (R) — International Amateur Athletic Federation 
President Primo Nebiolo says his organisation is leading the fight 
to combat drug use in the sport but admitted only one per cent of 
its budget is spent on random drug testing. At a news conference 
Thursday on the eve of the World Indoor Championships, 
Nebiolo chided other international sports bodies for their doping 
programmes and then revealed that the IAAF allocates about 
S500.000 of its 40 million budget for random testing. Canada 
alone spent nearly half a million dollars itself on doping controls 
in amateur sport last year. 

iOC concerned about Atlanta construction schedule 

ATLANTA (R) — Olympic bosses gathering in Atlanta this 
weekend will urge 1996 games organisers to guard against any 
further slippage in their construction timetable. A potential 
confrontation between the Atlanta organisers (ACOG) and the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) was averted Wednesday 
when the planned $207 million showpiece stadium received 
belated approval. Had the local authorities carried out a threat to 
veto the proposal, ACOG has intended to build a temporary 
stadium which would have been torn down after the games. 



ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED BY 
Jordan University of Science & Technology 
Tender No. (14/93) 

Jordan University ol Science and Technology has pleasure in inviting 
local consultants and international consultants in joint-venture with local 
consultants who had submitted their documents lo prequalify for the 
consulting and supervision ol the construction of the King Abdullah 
. Hospital Project lo obtain the lender documents from the secretary of the 
' Central Tenderma Committee during working days (Saturday- 
‘ Wednesday) starting Sunday 14th March 1993 ti'l Wednesday 7th Apnl 
1993 at a non -refundable fee of JD 100 (One hundred Jordanian Dinars). 
Submission of the lenders should be in accordance with the following 
* ■ conditions - 

1 Tender proposals should be submitted by hand to the Chairman of 
the Cenirai Tendering Committee not later than 12.00 noon. Monday 
121h of Apnl 1993 

2 Eacn tender shad bo accompanied by tender bond in favour of the 
• Jordan University ol Science and Technology drawn from or 
■ approved by an accredited bank in Jordan in an amount not less than 
’• two per cent (2%) of the total tender sum Such bond shall remain 

valid tor a period of not less than three months tram the closing date 
"* ol the lender submission 

3 Tender proposals nor abiding by the above mentioned conditions 
and the conditions mentioned in the lender documents will not be 

* ' considered _ , 

Secretary Genera! 

— Chairman, Central Tendering Committee 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 
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VIVE LE ROI! 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ K 7 2 
T K J 

Q J 10 8 3 

♦ A 10 6 

WEST EAST 

♦ 94 ♦ A Q 6 5 3 

78643 T 9 7 & 2 

V A 9 5 .7 

♦7532 ♦ J&4 

SOUTH 

♦ J 10 8 

:a q io 

V K 6 4 2 

♦ K Q 8 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 Paso 2 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

ling lead: Nine of * 

itiemen; 

“I am an avid reader of your col- 
umn. Through the years I have 

found your sage advice indispens- 
able, and it has improved my game 
enormously. Now I have my doubts. 

“On more than one occasion you 
wrote that aces were meant to cap- 
ture kings. When this hand was 
dealt. South became declarer nt 
three no trump after a routine auc- 
tion. My partner, bless him. with a 


near-useless hand and terrible suits, 
elected to lead a spade. Declarer 
called fur the king from dummy. I 
went up with the ace and the con- 
tract could no longer be beaten. Had 
1 withheld the ace, partner could 
have led another spade when he re- 
gains the lead with the ace of dia- 
monds. which would have enabled 
us to take five tricks. To say the 
least. I am 

Perplexed” 

Our correspondent is using advice 
selectively. On even more occasions 
we have instructed our readers not 
to follow bridge rubrics blindly, but 
to use common sense. 

First of all. declarer made a fine 
play by going up with the king of 
spades, tempting Blast to cover. Now 
let's apply some simple logic to the 
situation. 

Declarer, who surely has the jack 
and ten of spades, is entitled to a 
trick in the suit. Unfortunately, you 
have no entry to the long spades if 
you take you- winners immediately. 
Therefore, you should simply en- 
courage a spade continuation at 
trick one by following with the six. 
Now you are in position to break the 
contract whenever it can be 
defeated. 


AC Milan face tough test 
following Italian Cup upset 


MILAN (AP) — AC Milan, re- 
covering from its first defeat in 11 
months, will find out Sunday 
whether its seeming invincibility 
has truly ended or whether a loss 
to AS Roma was just an abbera- 
tion. 

Milan plays Lazio at Rome's 
Olympic Stadium, the same arena 
where it lost 2-0 to Roma in the 
Italian Cup semifinal firs: leg 
Wednesday night. 

In other games Sunday, Parma 
at Ancona, Juventus travels tp 
Brescia, Sampdoria is at Cagliari, 
Fiorentina hosts Pescara, Foggia 
goes to Genoa, as Roma hopes to 
keep the momentum goih at In- 
temazionale, Udinese is at Napo- 
and Torino hosts Atalanta. 
Wednesday’s loss was Milan’s 
firet since April, when Juventus 


eliminated it at the same stage of 
the Cup of Italy. Milan still has a 
chance to reach the Cup final if it 
beats Roma by three or more 
goals when it hosts the second leg 
at San Siro Stadium March 30. 

But the defeat not only snap- 
ped an unbeaten streak of 42 
league and Cup matches, it set off 
an alarm. 

The red and black played one 
of its woist games of the season, 
with Jean Pierre Papin, Zvonimir 
Boban and Gianluigi Lentini sud- 
denly appearing subdued. 

Coach Fa bio Capello did not 
complain about the absence of 
key players, but criticised his 
players for allowing Claudio 
Caniggia’s second goal in the 
closing seconds. 

AS Milan pressed for the 
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Lazio’s Paul Gascoigne 


equaliser, the Argentine forward 
was left unmarked and flashed 
from midfield into Milan's penal- 
ty area and fooled young keeper 
Carlo Cudkani with a lod. It was 
Caniggia’s first goal in three 
months and spoiled the debut of 
29-year-old Cudicini, son of AC 
Milan's 1960s goalkeeper Fabio 
Cubicini. 

■ “We paid for our pride, for our 
attempts to tie the score,” Capel- 
lo said. “We presented Roma 
with a second goal which will 
make our task overly difficult in 
the return match.” 

Roma, which played without 
regular forwards Ruggiero Riz- 
zitelli and Andrea Carnevale, 

E reduced one of its finest per- 
>rmance this season and helped 
to “heal" dud president Giusep- 
pe Ciarrapico. 

The Roman industrialist, hos- 
pitalised since Sunday to undergo 
medical examinations, got out of 
his bed and rushed to the stadium 
by taxi in his pajamas to con- 
gratulate the players. 

The Italian media devoted 
frontpage headlines Thursday to 
the defeat of the so called “in- 
vindbles” and Lazio’s president 
Sergio Cragnotti said that Roma’s 
victory “proved that Milan can be 
beaten and this will certainly 
boost determination of Lazio 
players Sunday.” 

Milan still enters Sunday s 23rd 
round with an 11 point lead over 
Internationale and a league un- 
beaten screak of 57 games. 

Seeking its 13th league title and 
its fifth European Champions. 
Cup, Milan will be without in- 
jured Dutchmen Marco Van Bas- 



Marco Van Basten 

ten and Frank Rijkaard and Ita- 
lian internationals Mauro Tasso t- 
ti and Roberto Don ado ni. 

Sebastiano Rossi nursing a 
shoulder injury, is an uncertain 
starter in goal. Ruud Gullit suf- 
fered a light strain Wednesday 
and may join the injury list, 
forcing Capello to start Papin, 
Bosban and Dejan Savicevic. 

Lazio will miss 'suspended Ger- 
man striker Karl Heinz Riedle 
but will have English midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne, back after a one 
round suspension. Gascoigne will 
team with Dutchman Aron Win- 
ter and league leading scorer 
Giuseppe Signori, who has 19 
goals. 

The test for Milan will be to 
overcome a team which is in 
fourth place with a 9-7-6 record 
and 5-4-2 at home. 

Juventus and its crosstown rival 
Torino, which played to a 1-1 
draw in another Italian Cup semi- 
final Tuesday night, take on Bres- 
cia and Atalanta Sunday. 


World Youth Soccer Championship 


Brazil, Ghana clinch 
quarterfinal spots 

SYDNEY (AP) — Brazil and Ghana sizzled, England and Mexico 
struggled, but all four won games Thursday night to advance to the 
quarterfinals of soccer’s World Yonth Championships. 

They joined host nation Australia, Russia, Uruguay and the 
United States in the last eight of the 16 nation tournament. 

The two-time champions from Brazil outplayed Norway 2-0, 
finishing on top of Group D ahead of Mexico, which rallied to defeat 


Saudi Arabia 2-1. 

African champion Ghana crushed defending titlist Portugal 2-0 and 
finished second in Group B behind Uruguay, which beat Germany 
2 - 1 . 

England scrambled past Turkey 1-0, finishing unbeaten on top of 
Group C while the United States' 2-2 draw against South Korea was 
enough for it to progress. 

Russia downed Colombia 3-1 to leapfrog ahead of Australia in 
Group A after the host nation went down 2-0 to previously winless 
Cameroon. 

The quarterfinals will pit Russia against Ghana in Sydney and 
Uruguay against Australia in Brisbane Saturday. Brazil will face the 
United States in Adelaide Sunday, while England plays Mexico in 
Melbourne. 

The Brazilians will be favoured against the United States, which 
lived dangerously against the speedy South’ Koreans and trailed 1-2 
until Keiman Zavagnin scored the equalizer with a fierce shot with 
only 12 minutes remaining. 

Russia’s rugged 3-1 victory over Colombia left it and England as 
the only European survivors. 

African champion Ghana was superb against Portugal which lost 
all three of its matches in a tournament it was bidding to win for the 
third straight time. 


Seles forced out of 
Upton Tournament 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (R) 
— World number one Monica 
Seles of Yugoslavia has with- 
drawn from the $2.3 million Lip- 
ton Tennis Championships which 
started Friday. 

Tournament officials Thursday 
said Seles is still suffering from a 
flu virus she contracted three 
weeks ago in Paris and does not 
feel well .enough to play. * - 

The original women's draw in- 
cluded second seed Steffi Graf of 
Germany, third seed Arantxa 
Sanchez of Spain, number four 
Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina, 
fifth seed Jennifer Capriati of the 



Monica Seles 


United States and number six 
Mary Joe Fernandez of foe Un- 
ited States. 

World number one Jim Courier 
of foe United States is the top 
seed among the men. Courier is 
seeking his fourth title of foe year 
and his second in a row. 

He won the Newsweek Cham- 
pionship at Indian Wells, Califor- 
nia, last week to run his 1993 
record to 17-1. 

The men’s draw includes 
second seed Pete Sampras of foe 
United States, third seed Stefan 
Edberg of Sweden, number four 
Boris Becker of Germany, fifth 
seed Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic, sixth seed Goran Iva- 
nisevic of Croatia, number seven 
Michael Chang of the United 
States and eighth seed Andre 
Agassi of the United States. 

Hall of Famer Tracy Austin has 
entered as a wild card after her 
comeback success at Indian Wells 
two weeks ago and has drawn a 
rematch with Stephanis Rottier of 
Belgium in the first round. 

The 19-year-old Rottier 
trounced the two-time U.S. Open 
champion in foe third round last 
month in the 30-year-old's first 
tournament in four years. 


Peanuts 


5=E MARGIE? MY 
AP 15 IN THE 
. PAFER .. 

* HELP WANTED.. 
ATTRACTIVE Y0UN6 
LADY CAN'T REMEMBER 
HISTORY DATES" 

''doesn't understand 

FRACTIONS.. CALL 
PATRICIA RE1CHARDT 
AT NUMBER BELOW.." 

£ 

a 

| 

■ 

£ 

s 

3 

i 

9 

WHAT DO / VOU ARE 
YOU THINK J EXTREMELY 
MARCIE7JJWEIRD, SIR^ 



Us 

"zi — — — 




Andy Capp 




£ 


(aw.c'/won-) I 

4) 


I4Q, THANK 

vou 
VERy/YMJCH 


m 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


THIS MAN I'M 
{WAITING OH NOW 

lei a uttle err 
iGraaJCHV/iHOPE 
HE LUriES HIS 
1 STEAK SANDWICH/ ’ 


jy^fiOSH/ \ HEY STUPID. 

r it aint mv ^ You've sot you 


I DlDtfT WANT 
IT FAILIN' ON 
“THE "FLOOR AGAIN 
LIKE THE- 
1 FIRST ON^ 
DID/ 



HOROSCOPE )W 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY^C foundation 

By Thoms S. Verson. Astrologer. Carroll 


general TENDENCIES. 
Making collections, paying your 
bills and improving relations witn 
others works out just as well as you 
had expected, especially if 
promises made have been kept to 
the letter. Relations improve. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If 
you stick to accepted and methods 
and do not attempt to make any 
drastic changes, you can turn some 
potential disadvantages to your be- 
nefit. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Look for some means by which to 
quietly arrange all or your affairs 
on a new and improved plane and 
don’t look to a blabbering person, 
tonight conditions improve. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Now you are able to get in hot 
water with one who has a chip on 
the shoulder unless you use much 
caution, but tonight conditions 
dear up somewhat. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't let one who likes to 
control conditions be aware of a 
plan you have in mind that is of a 
worldly or u public nature. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
new ideas would be good if you 
take time to delve into them in- 
stead of yielding to the wishes of 
another to aid that person with 
his/her programme. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Try to be more understanding 
of the actions of an annoying 


»! An ir.volv.np 

KISS'S* 

CTrsw-sssa 

making future arrangements tod.'J 
but conditions improve rnni t m. 
c*r itT AR 1US: t November 22 to 

teresiing shopping- appointment . 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 W 
January 2(1) Be more than usually 
careful when on the highway am 
especially of the recklessness of 
other persons while conditions. 
home can be quietly favourable. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You find that friends and 
acquaintances can be very dis- 
appointing in aiding your progress 
during the day but tonight they art 
more helpful. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Forget vour own personal de- 
sires and put your energies and 
attention on increasing the goodies 
that appeal to you in your everyday 
living. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



. had a great dream last night! You 
won the Nobel Prize for kissing!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
■ 9 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SUMOY 
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LAURR 


MINGOH 


- y " 

V. -A V 
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COTESK 


zr 



S OMETH ING YOU'D? 
&ETTEK NOT CALL 
THE BLARNEY STONE 
TOt7AV. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A QXDQXD 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbtes: natal nervy memoir appear 

I Answer Beautification which is only temporary 

A PERMANENT Y 


THE Daily Crossword 


B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Footbafl team 
5 Extra 

10 Mountainln 
Thessaly 

14 OT prophet 

15 Ola cylinder 

16 Sound 
sonorously 

17 Sweater 

19 Ms Bombeck 

20 Curve 

21 Get up 

22 Look of rfisdaJn 

23 Boils 

25 Capital erf 
Calvados 

26 — Hssnannh 

27 Container for 
odds and ends 

30 Fafl flower 

33 Electrical unit 

34 Digit 

35 Treacherous 
one 

40 Chicken or small 
follower i 
ai Canvas bed 

42 Hops dryers 

43 Active person 
46 Stimulate 

48 Cherished 

49 New—. 
Louisiana 

53 Sacc hari ne 
55 Daphnes' fore 

57 Ms. Farrow 

58 Grease 

59 Fungi 

61 Pinnacle 

62 Grows in 
Brooklyn" 

63 Money players 
WHopatong 

CasskJv" 

65 Pilsner and 
lager 

66 Lawyer: abbr. 

DOWN 

1 Appraises 

2 Entertain 

3 Kind of 
code 

4 Concorde 

5 Cubic 
meters 
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6 Discipline 

7 Vtgoda and 
Burrows 

8 Contest 

9 Lodge member 

10 Divulged 

1 1 Musical pieces 
13 Equivalent 

13 Wtngbke 
IB Pakistan city 
22 Mag Be or Mlneo 

24 Long journey 

25 Arrive 

27 LSJ's VP. 

28 Misplaced 

29 Minus 

30 Vipers 

31 Winter 
precipitation 

32 Preservation of 
a kind 

33 Mel of baseball 

36 Cake decorator 

37 And not 

38 Robert of 
Broadway 

39 Uncommon 


Yesterday's PuzH* 



gang onno HQfiae 


44 Required 

45 Gangster's gun 

46 Join 

47 Writes, in a way 

50 uieiess. old v 
style 

51 Egyptian 


Insolent 
j*3 Chunk 

City m Texas 

—d'Azur 

56 Rabbit 

f® Bar bill 
60 OWgOvt.org 
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Economy 

Russian Congress battles for control of economy 
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MOSCOW (R) — President 
Bons Yeltsin has stolen the head- 
lines in a war of words in Moscow 
this week, but a second battle is 
also under way — the fight for 
economic reforms and control of 
a free-spending central bank. 

Russia's economic reformers, 
have used an extraordinary ses- 
sion of the Congress of People's 
Deputies as a forum to argue for 
increased powers over financial 
and monetary policy. 

“The situation regarding the 
central bank is veiy difficult," 
Deputy Prime Minister Boris 
Fyodorov told a news conference 
Thursday. 

“In no other country does a 
government have to struggle to 
get tight monetary policy from 
the central bank," he pointed 
out. 


The reformers, charged with 
transforming Russia’s socialist 
system to a Western-style market 
economy, say the central bank is 
fuelling inflation by pumping out 
money and acceding to high 
spending demands from a con- 
servative parliament. 

But central bank chairman 
Viktor Gerashchenko questions 
the link between money supply 
and inflation. He told Congress 
. the Rossi an money supply rise 103 
times in 1992, a rise in'line with 
the rising incomes of the popula- 
tion. 

Mr. Gerashchenko said many 
credits had been issued at the 
request of the government. He 
blamed monopolist producers for 
charging excessive prices and 
driving inflation up. 


Volvo reports 
record 1 992 loss 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish 
vehicle -maker A.B. Volvo has 
announced a record loss for 1992, 
reflecting a continued weak mar- 
ket facing tough price competi- 
tion. 

The company also lowered its 
dividend for the first time. 

Volvo had pre-tax loss 3.31 
billion crowns ($430 million) 
compared with a 1.11 biHion 
crown profit ($144 million) in 
1991. 

“This is the lowest pre-tax re- 
sult we have ever published,” a 
Volvo official told Reuters. 

Volvo also halved its dividend 
for 1992 to 7.75 crowns per share 
from 15.5 crowns in 1991. Volvo, 
started in the 1930s, bad never 
before lowered its dividend. 

“The market for most of Vol- 
vo's products continued to be 
weak," the company said in a 
statement. “Utilisation of capac- 
ity in the automotive industry was 
low, resulting in sharp price com- 
petition.” 

“Demand for both cars and 
trucks in the United States in- 


creased toward' the end of the 
year but the price competition did 
not ease,” it said. 

Volvo’s sales rose to 83 billion 
crowns ($11 billion) last year 
from 77.22 billion ($10 billion). 

The company said sales of the 
Volvo car group were higher — 
up five per cent — but sales for 
the other groups in the company 
were lower. 

• Sales at the Volvo truck divi- 
sion fell five per cent in 1992, two 
per cent at the marine engine 
division and 10 per cent at the 
aviation division. 

In the fourth quarter, Volvo 
recorded an operating loss of 731 
million crowns ($95 million) 
which included foreign exchange 
losses of 650 million ($84 million) 
as a result of Sweden's decision to 
let the crown float on Nov. 19. 
1992. 

“The floating of the Swedish 
crown resulted in charges against 
income in the fourth quarter, but 
will benefit Volvo over the long 
term," Volvo said in its results 
statement. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold again* the dollar at mutessior. 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


J. 2407/12 

1.6630/40 

1.8700/10 

1.5265/75 

34.24/28 

5.6525/75 

1603/1608 

117.70/71 

7.7325/525 

7.0750/850 

6.3825/3925 
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How monetary policy should 
best be controlled was a side issue 
in the debate, with Mr. Yeltsin 
initially calling for the central 
bank to be put under government 
control. 

The central bank now reports 
to parliament and Mr. Fyodorov 
complained that Mr. Gerash- 
chenko was too willing to accede 
to parliamentary demands which 
would increase spending sharply. 

“Deputies’ proposals would in- 
crease the Russian budget by 100 
per cent, money which can only 
be found from the air," Mr. 
Fyodorov said. “Of course kind 
unde Gerashchenko will be only 
too ready to print it.’’ 

But Mr. Gerashchenko said . 
there was no need for the govern- 
ment to bring the central bank 
under its control. 

"The subordination of the cen- 
tral bank to the council of minis- 
ters will not achieve anvthing 
since the bank’s possibility (sic) in 
monetary policies are very li- 
mited." he said. 

Mr. Fyodorov, who has de- 
scribed control of inflation as the 


main task of government and 
central bank, said he would sup- 
port the idea of an independent 
central bank. 

He said the government had no 
plans to quit, despite battles rag- 
ing in Congress. “It is necessary 
to continue to the last moment, 
despite attempts to push the gov- 
ernment from the path it has 
taken,” he said. 

Government officials have 
complained they are being ham- 
strung in 'the debate between 
parliament and the president and 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin Thursday called for 
more independence for his gov- 
ernment . 

“Realisation of economic re- 
form by the government is not 
possible unless it is given effective 
means for managing the * eco- 
nomy,” he said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, an indus- 
trialist who took over from free- 
marketeer Yegor Gaidar in De- 
cember, said financial stabilisa- 
tion was the government’s prior- 
ity. But reforms would be 
pragmatic and take social factors 
into account. 


Japanese economy 
grows at slowest 
pace In 18 years 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's economy 
grew at its slowest pace in nearly 
two decades in 1992 in what is 
becoming a painfully unique 
chapter in the nation's post-war 
history. 

The Economic Planning Agen- 
cy (EPA) announced Friday that 
gross national product (GNP) 
rose a real 1.5 per cent in calen- 
dar 1992, the slowest this once- 
robust economy has grown since 
1974. 

GNP measures the nation’s tot- 
al output of goods and services. 

Economists said GNP, which 
grew at an impressive 4.1 percent 
a year earlier, appears to be 
caught in a prolonged period of 
unimpressive growth that will be 
much doser to its Western coun- 
terparts than the “economic 
mirade” that the world has come 
to expect from Tokyo. 

“This is a ne,w sortof downturn 
over Japam it is like stepping into 
a haunted hause. We don’t know 
where foe ghosts are coming 
from,” said Keikichi Honda, 
president of BOT International. - 

The EPA, which also reported 
quarterly daffl for the October/ 
December 1992 period, said gross 
domestic product (GDP), foe 
sum of the nation's goods and 
services minus income from 
abroad, dedined for an unpre- 
cedented third straight quarter. 

EPA Vice-Minister Shunji 
Fulrinbara said that in light of 
Friday's figures, Japan will be 
bard pressed to meet an already 
modest goal of 1.6 per cent 
growth for fiscal 1993/94 ending 
March 31. 

GNP narrowly averted a 
second straight dedine, rising a 
real 0.1 per cent in the October/ 
December quarter from the pre- 
vious quarter, or an annualised 
0.5 per cent. 

Economists said whatever little 
growth Japan is managing is due 
in large part to government 
spending and that the data will 
further fuel political pressure for 
foe government to pour more 
money into the economy. 


Many economists figure recov- 
ery here will not be seen until 
October 1993 and that foe nation 
may turn in growth of less than 
two per cent in foe next fiscal 
year and growth of only around 
three per cent in the year after 
that. 

“Japan will have a weak, un- 
even, 'disappointing slow recov- 
ery from this,” said Paul Sum- 
merville. direction of Asian Re- 
search at Lehman Brothers 
Japan. 

He and other economists said 
that the current downturn is en- 
tirely different from those Japan 
has come roaring back from in 
foe past and that old strategems 
the government has used to fan 
growth .will not get the job done 
any more. 

Whereas past downturns have 
been caused by external price 
fluctuations such as higher ‘oil 
prices and the strong yen. foe 
nation’s current problems are 
rooted in a combination of 
structural and cyclical difficulties. 

Prices of both stocks and real 
estate collapsed completely after 
the nation’s "bubble economy” 
of the late 1980s was burst by 
sharply higher interest rates. 

Declines in real estate prices of 
up to 50 per cent in big cities has 
brought foe nation's financial 
community to its knees and crip- 
pled credit expansion. 

As if that were not bad enough, 
Japan has been bit by a cyclical 
downturn in corporate profits and 
public consumption. 

Japan has a glut in private 
capital that could take years to be 
reduced,” said Mr. Honda at 
BOT. 

Indeed, public confidence in 
Japan’s policy-makers has been 
badly shaken by their handling of 
the economy and there is little 
sign that Japanese consumers will 
return to the free-spending ways 
that pushed foe economy in foe 
late 1980s. 
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London 

Stock 

Exchange 

drops 

computer 

project 

LONDON (R) — The head of 
the London Stock Exchange res- 
igned Thursday in an upheaval in 
which the securities market 
i dumped i& ambitious TAURUS 
electronic share-settlement pro- 
ject. 

The exchange said it was scrap- 
ping foe project after years of 
repeated aelays and considerable 
debate. The 220 exchange staff 
working on TAURUS were sack- 
ed and contracts with another 130 
cancelled. 

Chief executive Peter Rawlins 
resigned, taking the blame for the 
fiasco. 

TAURUS (Transfer and Auto- 
mated Registration of Uncerti- 
fied Stock) was meant to update 
London’s outmoded, paper- 
based share settlement system. 

But its cost spiralled from an 
initial estimated £45 million ($65 
million) to £70 million (S100 mil- 
lion). Many financial sources esti- 
mated it would have cost at least 
£150 million ($215 million) to 
complete TAURUS. 

The decision to scrap the pro- 
ject, although widely predicted in 
the media, was a major embar- 
rassment to the stock exchange 
and meant an immediate substi- 
tute would be needed. 

“London's credibility as an in- 
ternational securities market is at 
stake and an alternative system is 
needed urgently.” the British 
Bankers' Association said in a 
statement. 

“Britain’s clearing banks have 
spent £30 to £40 million ($43 to 
$57 million) on (the system).” it 
added. 

Hie governor of the Bank of 
England set up a task force to 
report by June on an alternative. 

“Nothing that has happened 
changes the strategic objective of 
providing the U.K. with efficient, 
low risk and internationally com- 
petitive securities settlement,” 
said Pen Kent, who heads foe 
central, bank’s task, force on 
TAURUS. 

Hie task force would consider 
all possibilities except one — 
TAURUS was unlikely to be 
revived, a Bank of England 
source said. It was also possible 
that the stock exchange would 
not finance or operate the new 
system. 

Originally, TAURUS was sup- 
posed to have started in May 
.1992, but it was delayed several 
times and was still in the testing 
stage. 

Stock exchange officials had 
said it could not come into full 
effect until 1994 at foe earliest. 

Stockbrokers and others in 
London’s financial district had 
said they feared TAURUS would 
cost them more as development 
costs escalated. 

“I think the reaction within-the 
equity market will be one of 
relief,” one market analyst said. 
"There were a lot of things wrong 
with it.” _ ‘ 

Difficulties which arose over 
bow share-rights issues, stock 
conversions and open offers 
would be handled made the en- 
tire system unworkable, some 
said. 


Jordanians s 
eagerness to 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to foe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Investment fever 
in Jordan has proved much 
higher than most expectations 
as the latest share flotation by 
Jordan Kuwait Bank has been 
oversubscribed 11 times. 

According to Mohammad 
Jamjoum , general manager of 
Jordan Kuwait Bank, the share 
flotation was part of a JD 3 
million capital increase to JD 
8.5 million. Fifty per cent of 
the raise was taken by previous 
shareholders in January. 

The flotation of the 1.5 mil- 
lion shares attracted applica- 
tions for 11,491,911 shares 
valued at JD 18387,060 as 
each share cost JD 1.600, 600 
fils of which were a premium. 


Mr. Jamjoum said. 

He explained that prior to 
the 13 million share flotation 
the bank's shareholders were 
around 17,500 but the number 
rose to 113,133 at the end of 
the flotation on Feb. 26, 1993. 

Mr. Jamjoum pointed out 
that each new shareholder 
might at best receive only five 
shares with the rest of shares to 
be spread according to a cer- 
tain percentage guideline. 

The general manager of the 
bank was not sure whether the 
bulk’s board would opt to 
raise the capital to JD 10 mil- 
lion due to the heavy subscrip- 
tion volume and to the general 
worldwide trend to increase 
foe capital in accordance with 


Italy industrialists 
worry about economy 

ROME (R) — Italian industrial- . impact of the corruption scan- 
ists are increasingly worried ab- 


out whether the country's eco- 
nomy can withstand the con- 
tinuing attrition of its top execu- 
tives and the political fallout from 
an ever-widening corruption 
scandal. 

Luigi Abete. president of the 
powerful Confindustria Em- 
ployers' Association, issued a 
strong appeal Thursday for Octo- 
ber elections under a revised elec- 
toral system as a way to slop the 
economy from grinding to a halt. ■ 

“This is the only true and 
viable escape route from the 
socio-judicial phenomena para- 
lysing the institutional and admi- 
nistrative life of this country," 
Mr. Abete said. 

“If the Italian economy is not 
able to join an international re- 
covery expected this fall, its in- 
dustrial crisis and unemployment 
will reach irreversible decay,” he 
said. 

Mr. Abete’s warning came as 
Milan magistrates arrested three 
more of Italy’s leading industrial- 
ists. 

Finance police arrested Raf- 
faele Santoro, president of ENTs 
oil producing company AGIP 
SPA, the state-owned group’s 
most important subsidiary, along 
with the heads of the company’s 
gas firm and an engineering unit. 

Judicial sources said Pio Pigor- 
ini, president of gas company 
SNAM and Gianni Dell’orto; 
chief of engineering firm 
SAIPEM, were being charged 
with violating laws on the financ- 
ing of political parties. 

Later Thursday, police 
arrested Roberto Ruberti, the 
head of Italy's export credit 
guarantee body, SACE. and 
charged him with aggravated cor- 
ruption. 

Italian news agencies reported 
Mr. Ruberti was arrested in an 
investigation of alleged kickbacks 
paid to secure contracts financed 
by Italian aid for Third world 
countries. 

Also Thursday, Prime Minister 
Giuliano Amato suffered another 
parliamentary setback to his 
plans to rescue the economy from 
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The chamber of deputies (low- 
er house) constitutional affairs 
committee declared by 20 votes 
to 14 he has no right to try to ram 
through a decree to aid the vital 
construction industry's recovery. 

If the full chamber endorses its 
decision, a decree to unblock 
hundreds of public works con- 
tracts frozen by the scandal will 
have to become an ordinary bill 
which could take months to pass 
through parliament. 

Construction accounts for 
some 10 per cent of the country's 
touri output. 

Bribes alleged to have been 
paid by businessmen to politi- 
cians for public works contracts 
lie at the heart of the year-long 
scandal which has landed dozens 
of foe country's leaders in jail. 

Analysts said Thursday Italy's 
widening corruption probe risks 
delaying economic recovery and 
adding to the country's huge .debt 
problems. 

Analysts fear the political dam- 
age inflicted by the Milan-based 
probe into foe illegal financing of 
political parties may have re- 
duced the government's role to 
that of caretaker. 

In particular, they say his gov- 
ernment may lack foe authority 
to take measures needed to deal 
with an overshooting state deficit, 
long Italy's economic bugbear. 

Holding foe line on foe deficit 
is vital to calm financial market 
nerves and ensure Italy does not 
get left behind as Europe mpves 
towards lower interest rates. 

Interest rate cuts are crucial to 
stimulating the economy, which 
in Italy has been hurt by the 
paralysing effect of foe corrupt 
tion scandals on public sector 
contracts. 

But they are also foe only way 
Italy can bring its huge state- 
defidt — officially forecast to slip 
eight per cent to 150 trillion lire 
($100 billion) this year — under’ 
control as interest rate payments 
account for the whole of foe 
shortfall. 

Many analysts had expected 
the Bank of Italy to lower its- 
discount rate earlier this month to 
.take advantage of a cut in a key 
German money market rate. 

But a political furore over the 
government’s botched attempt to 
defuse the corruption scandal by 
ramming through a decree law 
changing the rules on political 
financing closed the door on an 
immediate rate change. 

The lira tumbled to close to 
all-time lows against the mark 
forcing the centra! bank to inter- 
vene in its support on the foreign 
exchanges. 


invest 


Bank of International Settle- 
ments (BIS) guidelines, but he 
hinted such a possibility was 
valid. 

Many Jordanian banks have 
decided or are still considering 
raising their capital. Among 
these banks arc the Jordan 
Islamic Bank, the Jordan Arab 
Investment Bank and the Bank 
of Jordan. 

Mr. Jamjoum declined to be 
specific on the performance of 
Jordan Kuwait Bank last year 
because the Central Bank of 
Jordan was tightening its su- 
, pervision on banks by request- 
ing all yearly financial results 
be approved by it first. 

Mr. Jamjoum added, 
however, that it can be gener- 
ally said that the bank im- 
proved its profit by 25 per cent 
over the 1991 figure. 


Clinton 
outlines 
$20 billion 
for defence 
conversion 


L1NTHICUM, Maryland (R) — | 

President Bill Clinton outlined 
Thursday a $20 billion, four-year ! 
programme to help workers and 
communities losing jobs because 
of post-cold war defence cuts and 
base closings. 

Mr. Clinton acted before a de- 
fence department announcement 
of sweeping new military base- 
closings, which is expeetd to shut . 
down as many as 30 big domestic 
bases and reduce the size of up to 9 
150 others. ; ‘ 

The president also announced 
creation of another toll-free hot-f 
line to let companies propose 
ideas for converting from military s 
to civilian output. 1 

Mr. Clinton's so-called defence * 
conversion initiative, which bor- a 
rowed other elements from for- ■ 
mer president George Bush, was f 
unveiled at a Westinghouse Elec- a 
trie Cbrp facility that has sue- * 
ceeded in adapting military tech- * 
nology to civilian use. . r 

During a tour of the facility, 
Mr. Clinton saw such examples of - 
successful adaptation as an electric i 
car, a weather radar, and a sur- i 
veillan.ee plane recently used to 
assist law officers surrounding the 
Waco. Texas, cult base of David * 
Koresh. 

The Baltimore-area plant had 
been a major recipient of military ^ 
contracts for F-16 fighters and „ 
submarine missile launchers. " 
Mr. Clinton recalled an a 
observation of president Dwight ' 
Eisenhower that “the resourceful ^ 
Americn makers of ptough shares ^ 
could with time and as required ' 
make swords as well.” ; j 

“Our challenge is to how to Z 
reverse the process. I know today ” 
that the world’s finest makers of ^ 
swords can and will be the world’s ^ 
finest makers of ploughshares,'! r 
Mr. Clinton said. ; r 

His conversion programme in 1 
eludes $1.4 billion already 
approved by Congress and $300 
million more Mr. Clinton hafl 
proposed spending for fiscal year 
1993. : • 

The administration plans to ex- 
pand the programme to $5.2 bil- 
lion by 1997 for a total of $20 
billion over its four-year life. _ 
The money will be spent to 
help train displaced defence 
workers and help communities 
prepare for base closings. 
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I Around 200 die in Bombay blasts 


b' 

oi BOMBAY (AP) — A series of 
th, car bombs exploded across Bom- 
C bay Friday, killing almost 200 
cUj people and injuring 8U0. Two of 
the blasts set fire to skyscrapers 
vi< housing India's largest stock ex- 
ur, change and the headquarters of 
he/ its international airline. 
of[ - Scanered Hindu-Muslim vio- 
an. lence erupted in several areas of 
wi. the city after the explosions. Wit- 
nesses saw about 25 Hindus set 
th- two cars afire in a Muslim neigh- 
m>; bourhocd. In another area. Mus- 
At< lims torched a building and threw 
tit : stones indiscriminately, 
cai, Chief Minister Sharad Pawar. 

..the state's top official who re- 
rai i ported the casualty figures, told 
fo»: reporters that the bombing wave 
m S appeared to be a deliberate effort 
m ‘|5o “spread panic." But he did not 
co, i speculate who might be responsi- 
re ?i ble. 

! At least 12 bombs went off 
wh l within 75 minutes across various 
sta | districts of India's financial capit- 
‘l 1 " al, including seven in the com- 
r ?B niercial district. S.B. Chavan. the 
tun, federal home minister said. Two 
. * tourist hotels were also damaged, 
mg **There is panic in the whole of 
m “ Bombay." said Harpreet Kaur, 
w ’ ,r 29. a stock broker in a building 
,n E opposite the stock exchange. 

"Nobody has had time to think 
P 01 about who is responsible. People 

have been busy trying to find out 

what happened and find the vic- 

G tims." she said in a telephone 
interview. 

Mr. Pawar warned Bombay's 
w*12 million citizens to be on alert 
‘ "for more bombs, to look their 
. cars and check the basements of 
buildings. 

“There has to f be perfect plan- 
w £ning" for this kind of action. Mr. 
‘■Pawar said. He called it an 


attempt to disrupt the stability 
that was returning to Bombay 
after the January riots. 

About 600 people were killed 
in the Bombay riots, which were 
an extension of the nationwide 
violence in December that began 
after Hindu extremists tore down 
a Muslims shrine on disputed holy 
ground in the northern Indian 
town of Ayodhya. In the nation- 
wide riots 1.940 were killed. 

In New Delhi, Deputy Home 
Minister Rajesh Pilot told law- 
makers that all die explosions 
were from car bombs. He said the 
government issued a nationwide 
alert. 

At least 20 burned and muti- 
lated bodies were removed from 
the 23 storey Air India Airline 
building, most of them from the 
Bank of Oman on the street level 
which was gutted. 

The 28 storey stockexchange 
building caught fire from the ex- 
plosion at 1:30 p . m . (0000 
GMT). Stock brokers and inves- 
tors bolted from the building in 
panic. Some people were tram- 
pled to death in a stampede of 
people fleeing to the streets. 
Press Trust of India said. The 
blast came in the middle of trad- 
ing when the second-floor ex- 
change is most crowded. 

About 3.000 stock brokers, 
traders and employees work on 
the stock exchange floor, and 
thousands more on the other 
floors. 

United News of India, which 
had a reporter on the fourth 
floor, said the blast occurred in a 
basement parking garage, blew 
up more than 30 cars, and shat- 
tered windows up to the third 
floor. 


Bosnians holding British 
itroops spell out terms 


ISARAJEVO (R) — Five British 
la r< soldiers were effectively being 
thi held hostage in a Bosnian village 
do Friday try Muslims demanding a 
'ceasefire, the stationing of U.N. 
themonitors in the region and huma- 
amnitarian aid. 

A U.N. convoy with a British 
.escort- of two armoured cars had 
.gone to the besieged village of 
Konjevic Poije Thursday to try to 
P' evacuate women and children, 
vjbut was surrounded by angry 
."'Muslims demanding they cake out 
.all the wounded, mainly men. 

set A British military spokesman 
let &aid the villagers had set Are to 
hit bales of hay in order to block the 
sp< escape of the two armoured 
escort vehicles. 

[ ol Local Serb foroes in Bosnia had 
Vtold the United Nations High 
^'.Commissioner for Refugees 
. I UNHCR), which organised the 
^convoy, they could not evacuate 
wounded men of fighting age, 18 

Sa to 60. 

U.N. officials in Sarajevo said 
Friday the villagers had raised 
tw their conditions for the release of 
cr the five British soldiers by de- 
fy, manding a ceasefire, monitors 
ot and aid. 

A spokesman at British head- 
er quarters at Vitez, central Bosnia. 
In told Reuters Friday morning that 
p< the crews of the two armoured 
sc cars had spent the night in Kon- 
jevic Poije. 

“They do not feel threatened." 
Major Martin Waters said from 
Vjtez. “They will continue nego- 
)c -nations to try to evacuate people 
^ . from the village." 


U.N. officials in Sarajevo said 
the Bosnian Serb leaders were 
demanding as a condition for the 
evacuation of wounded from 
Konjevic Poije that there should 
be no British military escort, and 
that wounded Serb civilians 
should also be taken out of the 
besieged Bosnian capital. 

In Srebrenica, another eastern 
Bosnian town under Serb siege 
for the. .past 11 months. U.N. 
Commander General Philippe 
Morillon was trying to bring out a 
medical and reconnaissance team 
he took in Thursday. 

UNHCR spokeswoman Lyn- 
dall Sachs said a Belgian track 
carrying medical supplies had hit 
a mine when the convoy was 
forced to take a side road to the 
town because the main route was 
impassable, and was blocking the 
way. , 

The U.N. commander was 
seeking to clear the road of mines 
and remove the disabled track so 
that his convoy could return to 
the Serbian border. 

In Sarajevo the Muslim-led 
Bosnian leadership was trying to 
convene parliament to debate an 
international peace plan for Bos- 
nia after the 10-man collective 
presidency failed to reach final 
agreement in two days of talks on 
whether to sign it. 

Muslim Vice-President Ejup 
Ganic said some headway had 
been made in discussions of the 
plan by international mediators 
Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, 
which would break up Bosnia 
into 10 semi-autonomous can- 
tons. but matters were still finely 
balanced. 


U.N. Angolan envoy suggests 
peace enforcement to end war 


-UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
.The chief U.N. envoy for Angola 
~told the Security Council that a 
-massive deployment of U.N. 
peacekeepers might be able to 
enforce a ceasefire and salvage a 
political settlement. 

• .Margaret Anstee presented 
drat os one of five possible op- 
tions to the Angola crisis, but 
;2teariy favoured that concept, 
»dd -diplomats present at the pri- 
vate council briefing. 

.'But launching a new major 
■ xace enforcement force is dcar- 
y 'not an idea that Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali would en- 
force, in view of the U.N.’s deep 
:ommitmenis to Bo&nia- 
-ierzegovina and Cambodia and 
ts impending takeover of the 
irfficuh and dangerous Somalia 
»pe ration, the diplomats said, 
peaking on condition of anony- 
nity. 

In addition, the United States 
— which for years was one of the 
■Jiief sponsors of the UNITA 
ebels that have captured most of 
\ngola — was not enthused ab- 
nit slogging into a major 
teacekeeping campaign in Ango- 
a. they said. 

But the United States and the 
Security Council are on the horns 
if a dilemma, an African diplo- 
nat pointed out. If they favour 
xpanded peacekeeping efforts in 
Bosnia, why not do the same for 
Angola, where the credibility of a 
j.N. mediated peace settlement 
t on the line? 

At the private council briefing. 


Some people were stranded on 
upper floors when security offi- 
cials dosed smoky staircases. 
Press Trust of India reported. - 
Other people broke windows on 
lower floors and tried to jump 
out. 

Ms. Kaur said many of the 
injured were street vendors and 
unregistered stock traders who 
conduct their business outside the 
building. “There were so many 
dead bodies outside in the 
street." she said. Smoke billowed 
from the lower floors, as people 
poured out of the entrance. 

Ms. Kaur said she heard 
another explosion about 90 mi- 
nutes after the stock exchange 
one. She was in her car about an 
hour away from the downtown 
area when she heard the second 
blast. 

The explosion outside the 
headquarters of Air India flung 
bodies op to 20 feet away. Press 
Trust reported. Scores of people 
were trapped in its underground 
parking lot. 

One bomb rattled the Victoria 
Terminus, the 19th century rail- 
way station where hundreds of 
thousands of commuters and 
travellers pass through daily 

Another went off at Shivaji 
Park near the headquarters of the 
radical Hindu group Shiv Sena, 
which was blamed for inciting 
some of the worst anti-Muslim 
violence in January. 

A third went off at the Centaur. . 
Hotel near the city's airport, and 
a fourth at Searock Hotel in 
Bandra, 22 kilometres from the 
city centre. 

In a separate development, In- 
dia replaced the hardline gov- 
ernor of Jammu and Kashmir 
state Thursday to ease the way 


toward talks on ending a bloody 
three-year Muslim insurrection. 

Under the governorship of Gir- 
ish Qiander Saxena, who served 
in the post since May 1990, India 
deployed massive force in the 
Kashmir Valley and its capital, 
Srinagar, to crash the insurrec- 
tion.' Nearly 5.000 people have 
died in the fighting since it broke 
out in December 1989. 

Mr. Saxena submitted his res- 
ignation to Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimfaa Rao Wednesday. 

Gen. K.V. Krishna Rao, the 
newly appointed governor, will 
be returning to the office he held 
four years ago. 

Kashmir has been governed by 
a federally appointed governor 
since January 1990, when the 
elected government headed by 
Farook Abdullah resigned. 

Mr. Abdullah, considered 
dose to Krishna Rao, said in an 
interview he expected talks to 
begin with militant organisations 
on granting Kashmir a greater 
degree of autonomy than any- 
where else in India. 

Muslim militants are fighting to 
split Jammu and Kashmir state 
from India either to merge it with 
Pakistan or to become an inde- 
pendent country. 

Kashmir is the only Muslim 
majority state in India. Nation- 
wide, India is 82 per cent Hindu 
and 12 per cent Muslim. 

The switch at the top of the 
state administration may not 
satisfy secessionist Muslims. 

“We are not bothered who is 
governor. We are straggling for 
freedom and only freedom from 
India is our goal," said John 
Mohammad, a businessman from 
Srinagar. 
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Miss Anstee suggested five op- 
tions for dealing with the Ango- 
lan crisis: 

Expanding the size and powers 
of the current U.N. force of some 
700 personnel to make it into a 
peace enforcement mission to 
monitor a ceasefire, the option 
she advocated. 

U.N. officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said Miss 
Anstee felt a force of at least 

8.000. and preferably up to 

15.000, would be needed. 

She flet that if the Angolan 
government and UNITA rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi believed 
such a mission were on its way. 
they would agree to a ceasefire 
and enter into productive peace 
talks. 

The second option was to simp- 
ly seek a truce and ceasefire in 
Angola. 

— A third proposal would turn 
the current U.N. Angolan mis- 
sion into a strictly humanitarian 
effort to deliver aid to the popula- 
tion. But if the war continued, 
that effort would not be very 
effective. 

— Another approach would be 
to maintain the status quo. with 
U.N. operations in Angola most- 
ly suspended. Dr. Ghali has said 
the U.N. personnel should be 
withdrawn if there is no ceasefire 
by the end of April, when rhe 
mission is due to be renewed. 

— The final option was to 
encourage mediation efforts be- 
tween the government and UN- 
ITA at a lower level than attemp- 
ted up to now. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

China’s vice-president dies 

PEKING (R) — China’s Vice-President Wang Zhen is dead, the 
official Xinhua News Agency said Friday. Mr. Wang, who was 85. 
died in the southern city of Guangzhou, the capital of Guangdong 
province. Xinhua described him as “a great proletarian revolution- 
ary, statesman and soldier, a staunch Marxist, and an outstanding 
leader of the party and the state.” 

CIS premiers meet in Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
heads of government and other senior officials met in Moscow 
Friday to discuss economic and military cooperation. The 
meeting, attended by five prime ministers and four deputy prime 
ministers, was due to discuss a joint anti-monopoly policy and the 
creation of a single patent service to protect the rights of 
inventors. The agenda also includes military cooperation within 
the 10-member Commonwealth. Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Alexander Shokhin said at the opening of the talks that a 
Ukrainian delegation headed by Prime Minister Leonid Kuchma 
had failed to arrive because bad weather prevented flights landing 
in Moscow. He said Russia's Prime Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin was absent due to this week’s meeting of the Congress of 
People's Deputies. 

Reno confirmed as U.S. attorney general 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. Senate unanimously confirmed 
Janet Reno Thursday as the nation’s first woman attorney 
general, completing President Bill Clinton's cabinet. Mr. Clinton 
congratulated Ms. Reno at the White House after the 98-0 vote 
and told reporters, “I’m elated by that.” Ms. Reno, a Florida 
state prosecutor for 15 years, said she was pleased to be approved, 
adding, “I hope to do the women of American proud.” It was not 
certain when she would be sworn in as the 78th attorney general. 
Senators from both parties praised Ms. Reno before the vote as 
an outstanding choice to head the Justice Department. “Her 
tough approach to fighting crime has won her national acclaim 
from the law enforcement community. Her integrity is beyond 
question.” said Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Joseph - 
Biden. a Democrat. “This is an historic appointment. Her 
background as a prosecutor will serve her well." added Senator 
Orrin Hatch, the senior Republican on the committee. 

Armenian president arrives in France 

PARIS (R) — Armenian President Levon Ter Petrossian arrived 
on an official visit warmly welcomed by the Socialist government 
and the centre-right opposition seeking the votes of France’s 
Armenian community. Greeted at Orly Airport south of Paris by 
Socialist Industry Minister Dominique Strauss-Kahn, he will meet 
President Francois Mitterrand Friday. He is due to inaugurate a 
new ambassador’s residence Saturday accompanied by a bevy of 
conservative politicians. The French government has taken a 
leading role in sending humanitarian aid to Armenia in an effort 
to break an Azeri blockade of supplies to the former Soviet 
republic. A 15-wagon train carrying 250 tonnes of French relief 
supplies to Armenia is on its way across Turkey after leaving Paris 
on Feb. 24. Turkey backs ethnically linked Azerbaijan hr its 
five-year-old conflict over the encalve of Nagorno-Karabakh, but 
has agreed to allow the aid to cross into Armenia through its 
territory. 

Australia Labour battles sense of defeat 

SYDNEY (R) — Labour Prime Minister Paul Keating, battling a 
growing sense of defeat on the eve of national elections, Friday 
beseeched voters to vote against the radical policies of his 
conservative opponents. Branding opposition leader John Hew- 
son the most radical right-winger ever to seek the country’s 
leadership, a drawn and at times sullen Keating said toe 
Liberal-National Coalition would destroy a decade of Labour 
reform. “It’s not change for the better Dr. Hewson offers, it’s 
change for the worse.” Mr. Keating told reporters in his last news 
conference before Saturday's vote. “The Australia of today — 
competitive, export-oriented, more educated, high on product 
innovation, research and development, locked into Asia — is 
Labour’s Australia. Mr. Keating said Australia’s sputtering 
economy had turned the comer and was headed for the strong 
growth, while Mr. Hewson warned that the economy — which has 
grown a weak 2.4 per cent in the year to September — may be 
headed for another recession. 

Gunmen free 9 hostages in Costa Rica 

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) — Gunmen who look over the 
Nicaraguan embassy released two men and seven women Thurs- 
day who bad been held captive since the embassy was stormed 
four days ago. Sixteen other hostages, including Nicaraguan 
Ambassador Alfonso Robdo, are still believed to remain in the 
embassy. Their captors are demanding S6 million and major 
changes in the Nicaraguan government. Two Costa Rican men 
were released Thursday morning, and the women were freed in 
the afternoon. The release of the women came after the gunmen 
bad rejected a government proposal for face-to-face tralks at the 
door of the embassy if the women hostages were freed. It was ot 
knot known if other women hostages were still being held. 
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Ethnic Vietnamese fishermen offload coffins carrying the r em a ins of the 34 .ethnic Vietnamese j 
massacred by tin Khmer Rouge (AFP photo) 

Khmer Rouge massacre 34 ethnic 
Vietnamese in Cambodian village 


CHONG KNEAS, Cambodia 
(R) — Gunmen who massacred 
34 ethnic Vietnamese villagers in 
northwest Cambodia, including 
children shot in the head or 
drowned, were Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas, local people said Fri- 
day. 

“Pol Pot, Pol Pot," villagers 
shouted to journalists, naming 
the infamous leader of the Maoist 
group that put Cambodia through 
a reign of terror in the 1970s that 
killed a million people. 

Ten children were killed in the' 
Wednesday-night raid on this 
floating village by as many as 40 
gunmen armed with AK-47 rifles, 
police told Renters. 

“There were babies with their 
bands shot off ... (the attackers) 
got into one houseboat and shot 
the kids in the head. It’s that 
savage,” a U.N. investigator said. 

“They arrived by boat and car- 
ried out the attack with military 
precision." 

A U.N. spokesman said there 
were 60 government soldiers and 
policemen in the village at the 
time of the attack, but they 
apparently offered no resistance 
and fled. 

"‘“They are reported to have 
escaped and none of them suf- 
fered any casualties.” spokesman 
Eric Fait told reporters. 

A floating police station is 
moored 500 yards from the site of 
the massacre. 

Many of the bodies recovered 
had been shot in the head and 
shoulders, indicating they had 


been killed while trying to swim 
for safety, a UJ4. source said. 

Many of the 1,200 inhabitants 
of the floating village had jumped 
overboard when the hour-long 
attack began shortly after 8:30 
p.m. Wednesday. 

On Friday 15 coffins were lit- 
tered about die village of lashed 
rafts and houseboats, segregated 
from the residences of ethnic 
Cambodians since a wave of vio- 
lence against Vietnamese began 
last year. 

There were ballet holes 
throughout the floating struc- 
tures, especially a video parlour 
where nearly half of the dead had 
been watching a film when caught 
by surprise. 

It was the worst atrocity in 
Cambodia since the country’s 
four rival factions signed a peace 
accord in October 1991. U.N. 
sources said Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas from Regiment 91 of Divi- 
sion 980 are suspected of respon- 
sibility. 

On one houseboat an entire 
family of nine, including three 
young children, was murdered. 

“A little gpl was -thrown over- 
board and dittwiied,” a spokes- 
man for the U.N. peacekeepers 
said. «, 

.One attacker was killed, allegedly 
a woman resident. His body was 
stripped and staked to the bottom 
of the lake, one of the investiga- 
tors said. 

Three ethnic Cambodians were 
among the 29 injured who were 
treated at a U.N.'s field hospital 


in Siem Reap. 

U.N. police and human rights 
officials were heading for the 
massacre site on the lake of Tonle 
Sap, 10 kilometres south of Siem 
Reap, to join investigators 
already there. 

The head of. the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Cambodia, 
Yasushi Akashi, branded the 
attack “a heinous crime." 

A 22,000-strong peacekeeping 
force has been in Cambodia for a 
year but political violence has 
risen in that time as the Khmer 
Rouge moves further from the 
peace plan. 

The guerrillas have a vendetta 
against the Vietnamese, who 
ousted them from power when 
they invaded the country in late 
1978. 

The Khmer Rouge often 
broadcast anti-Vietnamese prop- 
aganda on their radio station and 
have been blamed by the United 
Nations for previous attacks on 
ethnic Vietnamese communities. 

Diplomats say the Khmer 
Rouge hope to undermine the 
Hanoi-installed government by 
exploiting anti-Vietnamese senti- 
ment. 

Rivalry between Cambodia 
and Vietnam stretches back cen- 
turies and the Vietnamese issue is 
fertile ground for rabble-rousing 
by all opposition political fac- 
tions. 

Diplomats believe Pol Pot, 
who has formally retired, still 
directs the operations of the 
Khmer Rouge. 


N. Korea reneges on nuclear pact 


SEOUL (R) - Communist 
North Korea, suspected of build- 
ing an atomic arsenal said Friday 
it was polling cm of a world accord 
on nuclear arms limitation de- 
spite the threat of U.N. sanc- 
tions against its crippled eco- 
nomy. 

Pyongyang said it would scrap 
its membership of the 1970 nuc- 
te ar ar ms non-proliferation treaty 
(NPT), which limits the spread of 
military nuclear technology, 
rather than allow international 
inspectors into its sites. 

“The withdrawal from the NPT 
is a well-justified self-defensive 
measure against the nuclear war 
manoeuvres of the United 
States,” North Korea said m a 
statement carried by the Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA). 

South Korea, its relations with 
the North already at a frosty low, 
said Pyongyang's withdrawal was 
an unexpec te d blow to detente 
moves and would further divorce 
the isolated state from the world 
community. 

“It is a bombshell, a slap in the 
face for the world's efforts to 
discover the truth about the 
North’s nuclear programme,” a 
senior government official said. 

Japanese leaders urged the 
1 north to reconsider. 

“It is really dismaying,” said 
Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa. 
1 Foreign Minister Mkbio Wata- 
nabe said it was a challenge to the 
international system of controll- 
ing nuclear proliferation. 

Radio Japan said its Korean 


broadcasts were jammed Friday 
by Pyongyang for the first time, 
along with those of the South 
Korean station KBS. 

“They don’t want their people 
to know they have left the trea- 
ty,” said a Radio Japan official. 

South Korea said the North 
was highly likely to face United 
Nations Security Council econo- 
mic sanctions, a penalty the im- 
poverished state can ill afford 
following the collapse of com- 
munism and the loss of its prin- 
cipal backers. 

China remains Pyongyang’s 
major ally but, mindful of toe 
North’s increasing isolation and 
its own bid to foster better inter- 
national relations, Peking has 
pressed toe North to settle peace- 
fully its nuclear inspection dis- 
pute. 

China's use of a veto if the 
Security Council were to call a 
vote on North Korean sanctions 
was therefore by no means a 
certainty, analysts said. 

The U.N.'s nuclear watchdog, 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), last month gave 
Pyongyang until March 25 to 
admit its inspectors to two sus- 
pected nuclear weapons plants or 
face unspecified further action. 

It is the first time toe IAEA has 
ever demanded a "special chal- 
lenge inspection” of a member 
nation’s facilities. 

North Korea, which denies any 
intention of developing nuclear 
weapons, says toe two sites are 
non-nuclear military installations 


and are outside toe ambit of 
IAEA inspectors. 

Pyongyang’s Friday statement, 
monitored in Tokyo, said toe 
IAEA was being manipulated by 
the United States, which withdrew 
its nuclear arms from the penin- 
sula last year. 

North Korea's belligerent 
stance against most of the world, 
and in particular against South 
Korea and the United States, has 
Intensified in recent days. 

On Tuesday Pyongyang went 
on to what military chief Kim 
Jong-H called a “semi-war” foot- 
ing to coincide with toe start of 
U.S.-South Korean military exer- 
cises south of the demilitarised 
zone, the cold war frontier which 
bisects toe Korean peninsula. 

While Seoul and Washington 
say tire annua] Team Spirit man- 
oeuvres are purely defensive, 
Pyongyang calls them a pretext 
fora nudear attack on toe North. 

IAEA sources said Friday 
North Korea’s withdrawal from 
toe pact is a grave step and toe 
international community will 
have to consider the implications. 

It was unprecedented for any 
signatory of toe nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty to scrap its 
membership, sources at the 
IAEA said. 

“It is a grave step for North 
Korea to take ... the international 
community will have to look at 
the implications of what has been 
announced,” an IAEA source 
told Reuters. 


Hong Kong presses on with reform bill 


HONG KONG (R) — Governor 
Chris Patten told Hong 
Kong’s legislature Friday he 
would press ahead with a bill on 
democratic reforms after the fat- 
lure of last-minute diplomatic 
efforts to open talks with China. 

China has bitterly attacked Mr. 
Patten’s plans, which have been 
delayed repeatedly in the hope 
that talks leading to an agree- 
ment on 1995 elections could be 
held with Peking. 

Mr. Patten said the legislation 
based on hts proposals to let 
Hong Kong people elect a major- 
ity of their legislators in 1995 
were being published in the gov- 
ernment Gazette Friday! 

Mr. Patten said the British side 
had insisted that their team many 


negotiations would include Hong 
Kong’s Secretary for Constitu- 
tional Affairs Michael Sze and be 
headed by Britain’s ambassador 
to China. 

There would be no distinction 
.made between those members of 
•toe team from London and those 
from Hong Kong, he said. 

China has demaded that Lon- 
don and Peking alone deride on 
toe colony’s political future. 

“Unfortunately the outstand- 
ing differences have not been 
resolved," Mr. Patten told toe 
Legislative Council, adding chat 
the reform legislation would be 
published and a decision on when 
to present it to the council for 
debate would be made later. 

“We remain ready to bold talks 


with toe Chinese side without 
preconditions,” he said. 

On Thursday, China sent a 
diplomatic message to the British 
embassy in Peking little more 
than an hour before Mr. Patten 
had been expected to tell legisla- 
tors that publication of toe bill 
would go ahead Friday. 

Mr. Patten Immediately post- 
poned his scheduled address to 
the legislature by 24 hours, saying 
be wanted to study the message. 

Stock prices plummeted about 
three per cent on Hong Kong's 
nervous exchange as Mr. Patten 
spoke. They had risen to record 
highs a few days ago On hopes 
that Britain and China were ab- 
out to end the war of nerves that 
began last October when Mr. 
Patten unveiled his reform plans. 
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